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It felt like, an escapade; like leaving home; like telling lies — and
she would tell many lies. She was beginning again; she was rejoining

her destiny, which conferred on her the rich sensation that she had
never gone astray.
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Maryna arrived in the city in late June. Her skin had forgotten San
Francisco's brisk maritime climate, she had let slip from her mind the
noble bay and ocean views, fog permitting, from the top of the steep
streets in the heart of the insouciantly planned city, but she recalled

every detail of the wide, pillared entrance to the building below Nob
Hill on which all her desires were trained.
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Bogdan had arranged for Maryna to stay with old Captain Znaniecki
and his wife. A respectable woman temporarily severed from her
family would hardly want to live on her own. The Znanieckis had
been chosen because they were kindly and protective, and because

the Captain had married an American, so Maryna would not be
speaking Polish all the time.
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Further, Znaniecki, a senior surveyor and title searcher with the Land
Office, apparently knew everybody from members of the Bohemian
Club to the governor of the state — and it would take concerted
lobbying to secure an audition with the formidable Angus Barton,
the California Theatre's manager in charge of the stage.
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The morning after her arrival, Maryna had walked over to Bush
Street and slipped into the theatre. Like a gladiator whom bravado
and fear have lured to the last row of the empty stadium the day
before the game, high above the arena's neatly raked, un-bloodied
sand, Maryna entered one of the boxes for a view of the red velvet
curtain and the width of the peacefully darkened stage.
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But the stage was not dark: a rehearsal was under way. A tall, stooped
man dressed in black had bounded from his seat in the tenth row and
was rushing down the aisle: she wondered if he could be Barton.
"Don't tell me you'll be 'all right' this evening," he shouted at one of
the actors. "If there's anything I Aate, it's that. If you're ever going to
be 'all right,' you can be 'all right' now." Yes, that must be Barton.
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The problem, as she confided in a letter to Henryk, was that she was
rarely alone. Word of her arrival had spread (but how could she go
anywhere in the world there were Poles and remain, incognito?) and
everyone in San Francisco's Polish community wanted to be invited
to meet her. It was difficult to stoke the banked fires of ambition and

the fear of failure while being, lapped by the effusive adoration of
her uprooted compatriots.
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And then in the evening only Polish was spoken, though Captain
Znaniecki, a refugee from the wave of slaughter and arson incited by
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Metternich (and, horrifyingly, carried out by Polish peasants) which
had decimated the liberal, insurrection-minded gentry and
intelligentsia of the Austrian part of Poland thirty years earlier, was
as engrossed by the politics of his adopted country as by the
catastrophes that punctually befell his homeland.
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He called himself a Socialist - while telling Maryna he suspected that
Socialism had little future here in America, where the admiration of
the poor for the rich seemed even more unassailable than the fealty
enjoyed by monarchs and priests in Europe - and took it on himself
to elucidate for her the difference between the two American parties,
but in the end Maryna understood little more than that the
Republicans wanted a strong central government and the Democrats
a loose, federal union of the states.
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She supposed these party matters must have been easier to grasp in
antebellum times, before the slavery issue was settled, when no right-
thinking person could have failed to be a Republican; it was unclear to
her what Americans were quarreling about now. One evening Znaniecki
invited her to hear "the Great Agnostic," Ralph Ingersoll, who was
drawing huge crowds in San Francisco with his atheistic sermons.
Maryna was impressed by the responsiveness of the audience.



