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A face peered round the hut door at him and quickly
withdrew—an old woman’s face, but you could never tell with
Indians—she mightn’t have been more than twenty. He got up
and went outside. She scampered back from before him in her
heavy sack-like skirt, her black plaits swinging heavily.
Apparently his loneliness was only to be broken by these
evasive faces, creatures who looked as if they had come out of
the Stone Age, who withdrew again quickly. He was stirred
by a sort of sullen anger—this one should not withdraw. He
pursued her across the clearing, splashing in the pools, but she
had a start and no sense of shame and she got into the forest
before him. It was useless looking for her there, and he
returned towards the nearest hut. It wasn’t the hut which he
had been sheltering in before, but it was just as empty. What
had happened to these people? He knew well enough that these
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more or less savage encampments were temporary only; the
Indians would cultivate a small patch of ground and when they
had exhausted the soil for the time being, they would simply
move away. They knew nothing about the rotation of crops,
but when they moved they would take their maize with them.
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The children were to be driven, as a special treat, to the sands
at Jagborough. Nicholas was not to be of the party, he was in
disgrace. Only that morning he had refused to eat his
wholesome bread-and-milk on the seemingly frivolous ground
that there was a frog in it. Older and wiser and better people
(his aunt), had told him that there could not possibly be a frog
in his bread-and-milk and that he was not to talk nonsense, he
continued, nevertheless, to talk what seemed complete
nonsense, and described with much detail the coloration and
markings of the alleged frog. The dramatic part of the incident
was that there really was a frog in Nicholas's basin of bread-
and-milk, he had put it there himself, so he felt entitled to
know something about it. The sin of taking a frog from the
garden and putting it into a bowl of wholesome bread-and-
milk was enlarged on at great length, but the fact that stood
out clearest in the whole affair, as it presented itself to the
mind of Nicholas, was that the older, wiser, and better people
had been proved to be profoundly in error in matters about
which they had expressed the utmost assurance.
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