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Late in A la recherche du temps perdu, Proust’s Marcel is going to
a party at the Parisian mansion of his friends the Guermantes,
brooding about the many losses in his life and his inability to write.
As he crosses the Guermantes’ courtyard, he stumbles on a pair of
uneven paving stones, and suddenly his mood changes: “Just as, at
the moment when I tasted the madeleine, all anxiety about the future,
all intellectual doubts had disappeared, so now those that a few
seconds ago had assailed me on the subject of the reality of my
literary gifts, the reality even of literature, were removed as if by
magic.” The paving stones have brought about an involuntary
recollection of his joy, years before, at visiting Saint Mark’s
Cathedral in Venice. Now, putting together this new recovery of
time past with his early experience of the madeleine, he finally
begins to see his way to the construction of his great “cathedral-
novel.”
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“I was always opposed to trials by jury,” my friend told me. “Not the
institution itself, which is very liberal, but because I hate the idea of
condemning anyone, and because of those words in the Gospel:
‘Judge not, that ye be not judged.” And yet I’ve twice served on a
jury. I felt so uneasy about passing judgment that, with just two
exceptions, I absolved all the prisoners. I really did feel that the other
cases had not been proven satisfactorily, and a couple of the trials
were very badly handled. The first prisoner I condemned was a
previously law-abiding youth, who was accused of having stolen a
rather small amount of money by forging a document. He didn’t
deny the fact, nor could he, but he did deny that the crime had been
his idea or initiative. Someone, whom he did not name, had
suggested it as a way of meeting an urgent financial need; but God,
who sees into all our hearts, would ensure that the real criminal
received his just deserts.
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And so the ill-disciplined black tomcat sprawled all over the portraits
of the Emperor. After eighteen months, the mould had even reached
the Emperors at the bottom of the pile. The Austrians were on the
way out and Austria as a whole was like something the cat had
brought in. And then Mr Petiska took paper and pencil and worked
out with a heavy heart that he wasn’t going to get rich this way and
that if he sold the Emperor for two crowns he’d still make a crown
on each portrait. And he devised some effective publicity. He put a
portrait in the display case and wrote underneath: ‘This ancient
Monarch reduced from 15 to 2 crowns’.
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Elizabeth found, what has been sometimes found before, that an
event to which she had looked forward with impatient desire, did not
in taking place, bring all the satisfaction she had promised herself. It
was consequently necessary to name some other period for the
commencement of actual felicity; to have some other point on which
her wishes and hopes might be fixed, and by again enjoying the
pleasure of anticipation, console herself for the present, and prepare
for another disappointment. Her tour to the Lakes was now the object
of her happiest thoughts; it was her best consolation for all the
uncomfortable hours, which the discontentedness of her mother and
Kitty made inevitable; and could she have included Jane in the
scheme, every part of it would have been perfect.
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