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1. If men never disagreed about the ends of life, if our ancestors had
remained undisturbed in the Garden of Eden, the studies to which the
Chichele Chair of Social and Political Theory is dedicated could
scarcely have been conceived. For these studies spring from, and thrive
on, discord.
23 0bzeen Lo 8L 81 5 cbula il oo lasS a4 Sl slacida 55U 53 oS5l 50aT S
dﬁw‘j de:.w A:JL:IJJGA SJL{JQ SN d.:JUao)},,aj IREAAEY r‘)Tj)‘JB QJF M@
sodaly Colue pl 4 g oS ug"“‘ L;:L»T“.g 3ls QT@ oelbes Jq;—.:a S 4S
.CM‘ )E)u))té‘ 5.3));3:






VEO/I/111 Sl iames 3

a0 ol Do ez 5 3 ool o Dpon oS 5l (b Aler 50 e
et b S e 5 (a0 Sl l-ay 1) scarcely i A3 (= (oK Lo dls
don 5l aor e DU el 03,8 de § (O b (S e Jad 5 ((Solua) Coke
Mg 402 5 (555505 g (2 G330 45 0251 0l oS S S e 055 Sa il
& aed G Jool uas 03,8 aer 5 ol e (e ) byl oo ol S) LSS
OSLs S5 iy ol 38155 a0 Sm Sy Clual 55055 Lagludl S il o sy Alas
o) 4 b A K ple e S Ll (s g okibe us L o5 s s o Lo
L) G ogb bk LSl oo (0D e 5 e 534S e e (g o DS
A8 e b )l 5ls ) 4SS e

S b v S Sole 4l o 5035 Lol e o s 6,50 SIlss e
s el glaa hai Joesls LS (e o) 4 ) (e ool 5 olo>]
el 035 o= U3 53 1y gwbiws

oS a0 bl (33,55 50250 (3T 5 3505 oyl 385 Ul cONCEIVE e ST ons
Ol 4 o 20 bl (03,5, 5 0duly) oS5 (a8 13 G Do Jsa) tlale
s e ol )b o

2. Someone may question this on the ground that even in a society of

saintly anarchists, where no conflicts about ultimate purpose can take

place, political problems, for example constitutional or legislative
issues, might still arise. But this objection rests on a mistake.
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3. Where ends are agreed, the only questions left are those of means,

and these are not political but technical, that is to say, capable of being

settled by experts or machines like arguments between engineers or
doctors.
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4. That is why those who put their faith in some immense, world-

transforming phenomenon, like the final triumph of reason or the

proletarian revolution, must believe that all political and moral
problems can thereby be turned into technological ones.
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5. That is the meaning of Saint-Simon's famous phrase about "replacing
the government of persons by the administration of things", and the
Marxist prophecies about the withering away of the state and the
beginning of the true history of humanity.
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6. This outlook is called utopian by those for whom speculation about
this condition of perfect social harmony is the play of idle fancy.
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7. Nevertheless, a visitor from Mars to any British-or
American—university today might perhaps be forgiven if he sustained
the impression that its members lived in something very like this

innocent and idyllic state, for all the serious attention that is paid to
fundamental problems of politics by professional philosophers.
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8. Yet this is both surprising and dangerous. Surprising because there

has, perhaps, been no time in modern history when so large a number

of human beings, both in the East and West, have had their notions, and

indeed their lives, so deeply altered, and in some cases violently upset,
by fanatically held social and political doctrines.
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9. Dangerous, because when ideas are neglected by those who ought to
attend to them — that is to say, those who have been trained to think
critically about ideas — they sometimes acquire an unchecked

momentum and an irresistible power over multitudes of men that may
grow too violent to be affected by rational criticism.
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10. Over a hundred years ago, the German poet Heine warned the

French not to underestimate the power of ideas: philosophical concepts

nurtured in the stillness of a professor's study could destroy a
civilization.
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11. He spoke of Kant's Critique of Pure Reason as the sword with which
European deism had been decapitated, and described the works of
Rousseau as the bloodstained weapon which, in the hands of
Robespierre, had destroyed the old régime; and prophesied that the
romantic faith of Fichte and Schelling would one day be turned, with

terrible effect, by their fanatical German followers, against the liberal
culture of the West.
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12. The facts have not wholly belied this prediction but if professors
can truly wield this fatal power, may it not be that only other professors,

or, at least, other thinkers (and not governments or Congressional
committees), can alone disarm them?
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13. Our philosophers seem oddly unaware of these devastating effects
of their activities. It maybe that, intoxicated by their magnificent
achievements in more abstract realms, the best among them look with

disdain upon a field in which radical discoveries are less likely to be
made, and talent for minute analysis is less likely to be rewarded.
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