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HERB | asked your mother, she wouldn’t send me one. | called
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a few times, she wouldn’t let me speak to you. She said if | wrote,
she would tear up the letters. I couldn’t argue with her. She was
angry, she was vindictive...and she was right. After a while, |
pretended I didn’t have kids so it wouldn’t hurt so much. Then I got
so good at pretending, | finally believed it. Six, seven years went by.
I was working a few shows, | came to New York a couple of times,
thought about calling you up... Then I thought wasn’t fair. She put
all the time in, you were her kids. | had no right to come busting in
with an armful of presents to get a kiss and a hug and then make the
next plane back to California. (Simon, 1981: 12)
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HERB Libby, I’m being very honest with you. I never regretted
leaving her. I’m just no good at marriage...I know because | was

married twice after that. One was a show girl, the other was a
posturepedic mattress model on TV. Her name was Patty. (Ibid, 13)
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Songs of her girlhood, she says. Hard to think of her as a girl.
Wonderful woman, though. (Beckett, 1960: 15)
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Good to be back in my den in my old rags. Have just eaten | regret
to say three bananas and only with difficulty restrained a fourth.
Fatal things for a man with my condition. (Vehemently.) Cut 'em
out! (pause.) The new light above my table is a great improvement.
With all this darkness around me | feel less alone. (Pause.) In a way.

(Pause.) I love to get up and move about in it, then back here to . . .
(hesitates) . . . me. (pause.) Krapp. (Beckett, 1960: 14-15)
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HERB: Oh, yeah. Terrific fun. Patty laughed at everything | said.
Patty laughed at everything anyone said. Patty laughed in the
bathtub, in the supermarket. She would laugh if the house was being
carried away in a mudslide. Patty got a divorce, half my money and

drove away with another guy laughing at everything he said. (Simon,
1981: 15)
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