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https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A8_%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C
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Comte Henri de Saint-Simon is the greatest of all the prophets of the
twentieth century. His writings and his life were confused and even
chaotic. He was regarded in his own lifetime as an inspired lunatic. He

wrote badly — with ashes of intuition mingled with immense tracts of naive
and fantastic imagining. His reputation grew posthumously.
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The fact that Karl Marx, who borrowed so much from him, relegated him
to the ranks of utopian socialists, so called, did a great deal to create the

impression that, although a gifted man, he was too naive and too foolish
and too monomaniacal to be worth close study.
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Yet if prophecy is laid along prophecy and the predictions of Karl Marx
are compared to those of Saint-Simon, the balance will turn out to be more
than favourable to Saint-Simon.
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All his life, Saint-Simon was possessed with the idea that he was the great

new Messiah who had at last come to save the earth, and he lived at a time
when a great many people were under that peculiar impression.
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There never was a period to compare with the end of the eighteenth and
the beginning of the nineteenth century for the extraordinary density of
megalomaniac Messiahs. Everybody at that period seemed to think that he

at last had been gifted with that unique power of penetration and
imagination which was destined to solve all human evils.
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If you read Rousseau, you get the impression that although he thinks he
has predecessors it is only he to whom the final light has been vouchsafed.
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Similarly with Fichte: you feel that he is saying that, although naturally
Luther was important and Christ was important, and the great Greek
philosophers were important, yet the final illumination may be obtained only
from him — that it is his mission, his dedication, to open to humanity those

gates which no doubt have been prised half or a quarter open by previous
thinkers, but which it was his privilege to fling open finally and forever.
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You get exactly the same impression when you read Hegel, who felt that
he was the summation, the complete synthesis, of all the thought that had
gone before, finally, in an immense harmonious composition which at last
was the sum of all human wisdom, of all human knowledge, so that, after
him, all that his disciples, and indeed humanity, would have to do was
simply to work out the results and apply them.
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Similarly in France, with the so-called utopian socialists, Saint-Simon,
Fourier and even their successors Bazard and Leroux, you get the
impression that they say: ‘Well, of course, there are predecessors; there

was Moses, there was Socrates, there was Christ, there was Newton, or
Descartes, or other important thinkers, even geniuses.
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But all these people merely adumbrated, they merely hinted; they merely
obtained a corner of the truth. The final revelation is what | now have to

say to you.” In spite of that, Saint-Simon remains an important, and indeed
marvellous, thinker.
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Let me try to enumerate some of the doctrines of which he was as much an
originator as anyone. It is very difficult ever to attribute a doctrine or an
idea to one person and one person only in so inexact a subject as the
humane sciences.
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Nevertheless, one can without great fear of contradiction say that Saint-
Simon is the father of European historicism far more than the Germans;
that he is the person who really criticised the unhistorical methods of the
eighteenth century and put forward an interpretation of history of his own
which was at the root of the great French historical school of the early
nineteenth century, and which really provided those weapons in terms of
which concrete history came to be written, rather than those much more
shadowy ideological schemata which the German idealists provided at the
same time.
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He is not only the father of historical writing — at any rate in France, and
arguably in Western Europe. He is also the father of what | should like to
call the technological interpretation of history. This is not quite the same
as the materialistic interpretation of history which we associate with the

name of Marx, but it does lie at its root, and in certain respects is a much
more original and tenable view.
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Saint-Simon is the first person to define classes in the modern sense, as
economic social entities, dependent in a direct way upon the progress of
technology — the progress of machinery, the progress of the ways in which

people obtain and distribute and consume products. In short, he is the first
first person to draw serious attention to the economic factors in history.
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Moreover, wherever there is talk about a planned society, about a planned
economy, about technocracy, about the necessity for what the French call
dirigisme, anti-laissez-faire; wherever there is a New Deal; wherever there
is propaganda in favour of some kind of rational organisation of industry
and of commerce, in favour of applying science for the benefit of society,
and, in general, in favour of everything which we have now come to
associate with a planned rather than a laissez-faire State — wherever there
is talk of this sort, the ideas which are bandied saw the light originally in
the half-published manuscripts of Saint-Simon.
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Again, Saint-Simon more than anyone else invented the notion of the
government of society by elites, using a double morality. There is of course
something of that in Plato and in other previous thinkers, but Saint-Simon
is almost the first thinker who comes out and says that it is important for
society to be governed not democratically, but by elites of persons who
understand the technological needs and the technological possibilities of
their time; and that, since the majority of human beings are stupid, and
since they mostly obey their emotions, what the enlightened elite must do

is to practise one morality themselves and feed their flock of human
subjects with another.
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So the notion of the double morality, of which we have heard so much in,
for example, the hideous Utopias of Aldous Huxley or Orwell, has its
origin in the golden, optimistic view of Saint-Simon, who, so far from
thinking such a double standard immoral or dangerous, thinks that it is the
only way to progress, to advance humanity towards the gate of that
paradise which, in common with the thinkers of the eighteenth century, he

thinks it best deserves and is on the point of attaining — if only it will listen
to his views.
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He is one of the most trenchant attackers of such eighteenth century

shibboleths as civil liberty, human rights, natural rights, democracy,
laissez-faire, individualism, nationalism.
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He attacks them because he is the first person to see — as the thinkers of
the eighteenth century never did quite clearly see — the incompatibility
between the view that wise men ought to direct society and the view that
people ought to govern themselves; the incompatibility, in short, between a
society which is directed by a group of wise men who alone know towards
what goal to move and how to get humanity to move towards it, and the
notion that it is better to govern oneself, even than to be governed well.
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He chooses, of course, in favour of good government. But he is perfectly
aware that this means the impossibility of self-government. He is the first
person to make that clear, and that is why his attack on all the cherished
liberal ideas of the eighteenth century, and indeed of the nineteenth and

twentieth centuries, has not only a modern ring, but something truly
original about it.
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It is as if he were the first person to feel the logical consequences of the
beliefs which seem to be held so comfortably together with their opposites

in the far shallower and apparently far clearer thought of the great thinkers
of the eighteenth century, both in France and in Germany.
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Finally, Saint-Simon is the first originator of what might be called secular
religions — that is to say, the first person to see that one cannot live by

technological wisdom alone; that something must be done to stimulate the
feelings, the emotions, the religious instincts of mankind.
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He is the first person — not cold-bloodedly, because he did it with a great

deal of enthusiasm and warmth, which were natural to him — to invent that
substitute for religion, that secularised, humanised, de-theologicalised
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variant of Christianity of which so many versions began to circulate in the
nineteenth century and after — something like the religion of humanity of
Kant; something like all the pseudo-religions, all the moralities with a faint
religious flavour, which were regarded as a substitute, for rational men, for
the blindly dogmatic and antiscientific theological darkness of the past.
That alone gives Saint-Simon a claim to be regarded as one of the most
seminal, one of the most original, and one of the most influential thinkers
— if not the most influential thinker — of our own day; and like other
thinkers whom | have been discussing, he is more relevant to our own
century than he was to the nineteenth, as | propose to show.
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