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Only we, exceptionally, had the right to call Dear Uncle “Dear Uncle,”

otherwise all our friends and acquaintances and the inhabitants of the
area called him “the Master.” (21)
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Dear Uncle Napoleon (as he was called behind his back) was one of
those long seven-syllable nicknames. Really seven syllables, in that you

had to open and close your mouth seven times in order to have the right
to say anything about Dear Uncle’s existence. (21)
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Dear Uncle’s father, on his own initiative, so that after he had gone there
should be no split in the family unity between his sons and daughters,
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had had seven houses built in his huge garden and had divided them
among his children while he was still alive. (21-2)
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... and he had made such an issue of this that none of this fairly large
family dared so much as to take a drink of water without his permission.
(22)
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Dear Uncle had interfered so much in the private and public lives of his
brothers and sisters that most of them had resorted to legal action in
order to separate their houses from his and had either built walls or sold
up and left. (22)
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to sell one’s possessions, business, etc. especially in order to move away.
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Dear Uncle was in the sitting room with French windows, and the
children were playing quietly in the inner courtyard of his house. (22)
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Layli looked up and came over to greet me. (22)
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Dear Uncle’s tall, skinny, bony body, his leggings clinging to his limbs,
appeared from within the room just as he was adjusting his thin cloak
of Nain cloth over his shoulders. (22)
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On the door, in fact on the back of the door that led into the yard,
someone had scrawled unevenly in chalk: “Napoleon is a donkey. (22)
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Siamak, who was more mischievous than the rest of us, had sworn that
one day he would write out Napoleon’s donkeylike quality on Dear
Uncle’s door. (23)
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the pretext was making the door filthy with chalk. (23)
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... or because of his own character and natural disposition... (21)
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Siamak’s painful ordeal (23)
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... though she’d guessed and was in fact certain which Uncle he was
talking about, automatically asked, “Which Dear Uncle?” (23)
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We were all aghast, and stood there rooted to the spot. (23)
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Dear Uncle had been crazy about Napoleon since his youth. (23)
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And in fact a number of his bookcases contained only books about

Napoleon. (23)
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His bookcases had nothing but books about Napoleon.

Things had gone so far that... (24 cdS 34 el gysb
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under the influence of Dear Uncle’s advocacy (24)
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the story of the Battle of Kazerun, the Battle of Mamasani (24)
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.... the bloodiness of the conflicts increased. (24)
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his battles and clashes with bandits and insurgents (24)
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...egged on by the British, of course. (24)
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to urge or encourage someone to do something that is usually foolish or
dangerous
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... ot only did his battles increase astronomically in size but they also
began to resemble Napoleon’s battles. (24)
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Although we sometimes understood or felt that Mash Qasem did tell
lies. (26)
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... when the gendarmerie in Iran was reformed. (24)
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... the previous members were given ranks according to their ability and
knowledge. (24)
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... Layli’s brother, who was younger than me and wasn’t very bright.
(25)
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Suddenly in the midst of my torment and disordered thoughts, a ray of hope
appeared. (25)
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One day Mash Qasem had seen me when 1’d smashed a window in Dear
Uncle’s house with a ball; he didn’t say a word to anyone. (25)

%L@Lbb@gﬁ‘ﬁﬂdﬁb@d@bd&}ﬁ):wbw ‘Cé\gdﬁ‘)b ()
e JUml gl oS diten 5o (g 008 Ak b (gt glonws (slawlis .ol 031> Jlan! ¢
g_f):)‘ o= u\;\}'}@ v.g-J:.a)) Lyl LS“’J:'?.) ij)\fj u,‘.kﬁ; (a\..\sjb) L9y s )Kd{ rt:i
b cwlize oyl 5 Wojly 4 ly ol (gdglonm (slawilis 3l odiw 5 S 5 Coula
e 4 (CINYAP D57 sl ails) (Sl 5 LS damm 5 20 Cambse 5 L
--‘wa@ slolisly &5 ()
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I’d just turned a corner when suddenly | saw a dragon jump out and

stand there right in front of me. (26)
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For years my heart inquired of me... (Davis, 2012: 94)
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The crude heart for years begged us for Jamshid’s cup.
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It seemed to be making a thumping sound. (22)
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The bitterness and longing I’ve been through since... (18)
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