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1. Questions graves et obscures, a la derniére desquelles tout

physiologiste edt probablement répondu non, et sans hésiter, s’il edt vu

a Toulon, aux heures de repos qui étaient pour Jean Valjean des heures

de réverie, assis, les bras croisés, sur la barre de quelque cabestan, le

bout de sa chaine enfoncé dans sa poche pour I’empécher de trainer, ce

galérien morne, sérieux, silencieux et pensif, paria des lois qui regardait

I’homme avec colére, damné de la civilisation qui regardait le ciel avec

sévérité.®
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2. Ces deux femmes savaient se plier aux fagons d’étre de I’évéque avec
ce génie particulier de la femme qui comprend I’homme mieux que
I’homme ne se comprend. L’évéque de Digne, sous cet air doux et
candide qui ne se démentait jamais, faisait parfois des choses grandes,
hardies et magnifiques, sans paraitre méme s’en douter. Elles en
tremblaient, mais elles le laissaient faire. Quelquefois madame
Magloire essayait une remontrance avant; jamais pendant ni apres.
Jamais on ne le troublait, ne f(t-ce que par un signe, dans une action
commencée. A de certains moments, sans qu’il edt besoin de le dire,
lorsqu’il n’en avait peut-étre pas lui-méme conscience, tant sa
simplicité était parfaite, elles sentaient vaguement qu’il agissait comme
évéque; alors elles n’étaient plus que deux ombres dans la maison.®
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3. Mademoiselle Baptistine était une personne longue, pale, mince,
douce; elle réalisait I’idéal de ce qu’exprime le mot « respectable »’.
4 3y 0D 3 plBISHE (Kojods By it s b J3lpesle 10 tne
s o Sl O gee AS o T (pyome) LIS &S (g5
cplil s 5 e 5 5k plICSHE (g 50255 35 6 5 Jolsesls 1 bz
Ao 5 ol 0 (ol 4gld) 4edST S 4 ool e K il ez 5 5o
Pl i oy 0L 53 el 3 AL sl ki 5 e oSy Lod e 5 Olatans

(ol a2 p e ol 55 oS 551 g shae JS” )

4. Comme il y atoujours encore plus de misére en bas que de fraternité
en haut, tout était donné, pour ainsi dire, avant d’étre regu; c’était
comme de I’eau sur une terre seche ; il avait beau recevoir de I’argent,
il n’en avait jamais. Alors il se dépouillait.®
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5. Un jour, il arriva a Senez, qui est une ancienne ville épiscopale, monté
sur un ane. Sa bourse, fort a sec dans ce moment, ne lui avait pas permis
d’autre équipage. Le maire de la ville vint le recevoir a la porte de
I’évéché et le regardait descendre de son ane avec des yeux scandalisés.
Quelques bourgeois riaient autour de lui. — Monsieur le maire, dit

I’évéque, et messieurs les bourgeois, je vois ce qui vous scandalise ; vous
trouvez que c’est bien de I’orgueil a un pauvre prétre de monter une
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monture qui a été celle de Jésus-Christ. Je I’ai fait par nécessité, je vous
assure, non par vanité.®
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5 Grave and obscure questions, to the last of which every physiologist would probably have
responded no, and that without hesitation, had he beheld at Toulon, during the hours of repose,
which were for Jean Valjean hours of reverie, this gloomy galley-slave, seated with folded arms
upon the bar of some capstan, with the end of his chain thrust into his pocket to prevent its
dragging, serious, silent, and thoughtful, a pariah of the laws which regarded the man with
wrath, condemned by civilization, and regarding heaven with severity.

6 These two women understood how to mould themselves to the Bishop’s ways with that special
feminine genius which comprehends the man better than he comprehends himself. The Bishop
of D——, in spite of the gentle and candid air which never deserted him, sometimes did things
that were grand, bold, and magnificent, without seeming to have even a suspicion of the fact.
They trembled, but they let him alone. Sometimes Madame Magloire essayed a remonstrance
in advance, but never at the time, nor afterwards. They never interfered with him by so much as
a word or sign, in any action once entered upon. At certain moments, without his having
occasion to mention it, when he was not even conscious of it himself in all probability, so perfect
was his simplicity, they vaguely felt that he was acting as a bishop; then they were nothing more
than two shadows in the house.

7 Mademoiselle Baptistine was a long, pale, thin, gentle creature; she realized the ideal
expressed by the word “respectable”.

8 As there is always more wretchedness below than there is brotherhood above, all was given
away, so to speak, before it was received. It was like water on dry soil; no matter how much
money he received, he never had any. Then he stripped himself.
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9 One day he arrived at Senez, which is an ancient episcopal city. He was mounted on an ass.
His purse, which was very dry at that moment, did not permit him any other equipage. The
mayor of the town came to receive him at the gate of the town, and watched him dismount from
his ass, with scandalized eyes. Some of the citizens were laughing around him. “Monsieur the
Mayor,” said the Bishop, “and Messieurs Citizens, | perceive that | shock you. You think it very
arrogant in a poor priest to ride an animal which was used by Jesus Christ. | have done so from
necessity, | assure you, and not from vanity.”
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