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Crows and owls

This is the beginning of the third tantra, called “Crows and Owls”
and here is the first verse:

“Never trust a man /Who has always been your enemy /And
suddenly turns friendly towards you /This was the mistake the
owls made /And the crows burnt them all alive in their cave.”
This is how the story goes:

In the south of India, there was a city called Mahilaropyam. Not
far from the city stood a huge banyan tree, with innumerable
branches and leaves /On this tree, lived Meghavarana, king of the
crows, and with him, his vast retinue. Some way off, in a cave,
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lived Arimaradana, king of the owls, and his court. Now, the king
of the owls regarded the crows as deadly enemies. Every night,
the owls would fly round the vicinity of the banyan tree and kill
any crow they could catch hold of. As a result, the crow’s
numbers began to dwindle rapidly. As they say: “Suppress your
enemy and diseases /At the very beginning /Or they will become
strong /And destroy you.”
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“A king who does not protect his subjects,
Is as useless as an old goat’s hanging neck teats;
But, a king who loves virtue, and hates vices
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And appreciates good servants,

Will enjoy his kingdom for ages.

And a king should not be deceived by the magnificence of
kingship’

For although it is as difficult to acquire

As to climb up a bamboo,

Yet it may vanish in a moment.

It is as fidgety as a monkey,

As detached as drops of dew on a Lotus leaf,

As changeable as the wind,

As unreliable as the friendship of the wicked,

As transient as the colors in the sky at sunset,

And as unstable as water bubbles.”

“And so, Your Majesty,” continued Sthirajeevi, “know this and
rule justly over your kingdom. Then you will find happiness.
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