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I am a rather elderly man. The nature of my avocations for the last thirty
years has brought me into more than ordinary contact with what would
seem an interesting and somewhat singular set of men, of whom as yet

nothing that | know of has ever been written:— | mean the law-copyists
or scriveners. | have known very many of them, professionally and
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privately, and if | pleased, could relate divers histories, at which good-
natured gentlemen might smile, and sentimental souls might weep.
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The report was this: that Bartleby had been a subordinate clerk in the
Dead Letter Office at Washington, from which he had been suddenly
removed by a change in the administration. When | think over this
rumor, | cannot adequately express the emotions which seize me. Dead
letters! does it not sound like dead men? Conceive a man by nature and
misfortune prone to a pallid hopelessness, can any business seem more
fitted to heighten it than that of continually handling these dead letters,
and assorting them for the flames? For by the cart-load they are
annually burned. Sometimes from out the folded paper the pale clerk
takes a ring:—the finger it was meant for, perhaps, moulders in the
grave; a bank-note sent in swiftest charity:—he whom it would relieve,
nor eats nor hungers anymore; pardon for those who died despairing;
hope for those who died unhoping; good tidings for those who died
stifled by unrelieved calamities. On errands of life, these letters speed
to death. Ah Bartleby! Ah humanity!
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On errands of life, these letters speed to death
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.pardon for those who died despairing; hope for those who died

unhoping; good tidings for those who died stifled by unrelieved
calamities.
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Though concerning the self-indulgent habits of Turkey | had my own
private surmises, yet touching Nippers I was well persuaded that
whatever might be his faults in other respects, he was, at least, a
temperate young man. But indeed, nature herself seemed to have been
his vintner, and at his birth charged him so thoroughly with an irritable,
brandy-like disposition, that all subsequent potations were needless.
When | consider how, amid the stillness of my chambers, Nippers
would sometimes impatiently rise from his seat, and stooping over his
table, spread his arms wide apart, seize the whole desk, and move it,
and jerk it, with a grim, grinding motion on the floor, as if the table were
a perverse voluntary agent, intent on thwarting and vexing him; |
plainly perceive that for Nippers, brandy and water were altogether
superfluous.
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marked by moderation: such as

a: keeping or held within limits: not extreme or

excessive: MILD

b: moderate in indulgence of appetite or desire

c: moderate in the use of alcoholic beverages

d: marked by an absence or avoidance of extravagance,

violence, or extreme partisanship
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