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A Word for Summer .
s 2 31 sl
We are back again in autumn. Summer,

Like a copybook which has wearied us, remains

Full of words crossed out, pen strokes scribbled in the margin

And question marks. We are back again

In the season of the eyes which gaze

Into the mirror below the electric light,

Tightened lips and the people strangers

In rooms, in streets, under the pepper trees,

While the headlights of motorcars destroy

The livid masks of faces in their thousands.

We are back again; when we start we always get back

To solitude, a handful of earth in empty palms.

And yet I once loved Syngros Avenue

The double lullaby of the wide road

That would leave us miraculously by the sea
The eternal sea to cleanse us of our sins;

I have loved men unknown
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Poems, George Seferis, 1960, Nonpareil Books.
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Speaking to themselves like captains of a sunken armada
An indication that the world is wide.

And yet I have loved the roads here and these columns,
Though I was born on the other shore

Near reeds and rushes, islands

With fresh water welling from the sand for the rower
To quench his thirst; though I was born near

The sea which I wind and unwind on my fingers

When I am tired,—I know no longer where I was born.

In my breast the wound opens again
When the stars are setting and become conjoined with my body
When silence falls after the footsteps of men.

These stones which are sinking into the years, how far will they
drag me with them?

The sea, the sea, who is it that can drain it dry?

I see the hands each dawn beckoning to the hawk and vulture,

I, bound to the rock which suffering has made my own,

I see the trees which breathe the black peace of the dead

And then the smiles, motionless, of the statues.
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Our own Sun

This sun was mine and it was yours: we shared it.

Who is in pain behind the golden curtain? Who is dying?

A woman cried out, beating her dry breasts: ‘Cowards,

They have taken my children and torn them into pieces.

You killed them, looking in the evening at the fire-flies

With that strange look, lost in blind contemplation.’

Green light of a tree on a hand where blood was drying;

A sleeping warrior grasping a lance that flared against his side.
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This sun was ours. We saw nothing behind the gold embroidery.
Later the messengers came, breathless and dirty,

Stammering out unintelligible words;

Twenty days and nights on barren ground and only thorns
Twenty days and nights huddled to the bleeding bellies of horses
And not one moment to halt and drink the rain water.

You told them to rest first and talk afterwards;

The light had blinded you.
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They died saying ‘We have no time’; some rays of sun they touched.
You had forgotten that no one ever rests.

A woman howled ‘Cowards!’ like a dog in the night.
She must have once been beautiful as you,

With moist lips, living veins beneath the skin,

With love—

This sun was ours; you kept it all; you did not want to follow me.
And then I learned these things behind the golden curtain.
We have no time. The messengers were right.
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They told us, you will conquer when you submit.

We submitted and found dust and ashes.

They told us, you will conquer when you love.

We loved and found dust and ashes.

They told us, you will conquer when you give up your life.
We gave up our life and found dust and ashes.
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