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ved Crete was in mourning, and every Sunday after Mass he used t
fv?ts:,ahis grandfather’s bow over hi§ shoulder and a quiver full of arrows as(:vesl‘Xa o
»Those were men,” Captain Michales snarled, frowning. "Those were gaints, not worms
jike us! So were their v«{omenfolk. Yes, even wilder. Ah, time, time! Manl’u'nd’s going
downhill, going to the devil!"

A curtain rose within him and revealed, after his grandfather, a skeleton with loamy nails
—pis grandmother. When she had reached a ripe age she had left the rough-walled house
and her heap of children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren to bury herself in a deep
cave up above her native village, at the foot of Psiloritis. For twenty years she had stayed in
that hole. One of her granddaughters, who had married a man in the village, brought her
gvery morning a lump of barley bread, some olives and a small bottle of wine (there was
water enough in the cave), and at Easter two red eggs in remembrance of Christ the Lord.
And every morning the old woman appeared, crouched at the cave’s entrance, plaster-white
like a ghost, with her long hair and nails and her rags, gazed at the rising sun and flourished
her thin arms at it for a long time, either in blessing or as a curse. Then she dived back into
the maw of the mountain. Twenty solitary years. But one morning they did not see her
come out. They understood. They called the village priest, climbed up there with burning
torches and found her, a crooked trestle of bones in a little, bathlike hollow, with her arms
crossed and her head gripped between her knees.
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