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CAPTAIN MICHALES gnashed his teeth. He usually did so when wrath took charge
of him. "Captain Wildboar" was his apt nickname in Megalokastro. With his sudden rages,
his deep, dark eyes, his short, stuboon neck and jutting jaw, the heavy, broad-boned man
really was like a wild boar rearing for the spring.

He crumpled a letter in his fist and stuffed it into his wide corduroy belt. He had been a

S 0153 10,55 1y | 2 (L e st 2 €L o Sl POl
CJ&‘J-U.U\.,,'.U,. «j‘;d‘,lg')) (Uq\)ﬂ (LD 335 3yl Bl 2908 °-’{OJ):{ Sl Al
i;?‘QTJ°-1-‘T_,gJeU,{O:;N Ol g, s :;OL..&:OTQ"‘PKF-:" - o --‘-“‘;:)“‘.%‘)“%j
LD ot 03l 3T i o Cenilo 5 4 il S e Sl L2 O3 205 4
ROW XA HIVY

ﬁd&iu{‘li*‘@'-h|JuL‘,.;J.in;},‘.‘-J,_......‘.ijilJLZJ;'):,J;AJB'-ACAJ‘:C,.»:J:JL,&UU

,.~4§;..JCapétan U{L..’jl’.dg‘))w,\«-\

ET5s y s s o3 o0
P SNl Sy 9 > 5 e O T ) Gl culia B3l

G;UL), g.:f s ;) & bCJW)‘ om}{“ Cﬂ' LI
2 D ’ug'-’)",un-‘ (r_}._‘),\_;..,;r:-udbt'-"“uu""b)b)”’



=
e
-
2
-
1)
g
@
=
-
)
-
-
)
L]

ro $ ool 3 Jle oo

long time spelling it out and seeking for its meaning.... He won’t come (he understood) this
Easter either, and so his ill and dying mother and his poor sister won’t see him, because, so
he says, he’s still studying.... What the devil is he studying? Will he always go on studying?
He doesn’t say that he hasn’t the courage to return to Crete because he’s married a Jewess
and not a countrywoman of ours. That’s what that favorite son of yours has come to,
Brother Kosta! If only you were living! If only you were there to lift him by the ankles and
hang him head downward from the beam like a sack of seed!

Captain Michales stood up— a fine giant of a fellow. The crown of his head nearly
touched the ceiling of his shop. The black tasseled band that bound his hair behind had
fallen loose on his back, and Captain Michales grabbed at it and pulled it tighter round his
thick— boned skull. Then he strode to the door to get some air.

Charitos the apprentice, a wild shoot of a brown-haired village lad with frightened,
blinking eyes and protruding ears, crouched behind a coil of ship’s rope. His glance swept
over the sails, planks, pots of paint and tar, heavy chains, iron anchors —all sorts of ship’s
gear and tools. But in his fear he saw nothing but the Chief, now standing on the threshold,
filling the whole of the doorway and staring out toward the harbor. Captain Michales was his
uncle, but Charitos called him the Chief and trembled before him.

"As if I hadn’t enough trouble already this evening," Captain Michales muttered. "What
does the dog expect of me, sending word to me that I must go over to that miserable house
of his this evening? And now, on top of it, the vexation with my nephew! His mother would
have me write to him, and I did write to him. But he doesn’t even show up!

He gazed leftward at the harbor— at the steamers, the sailing ships and the sea. Sounds
rose from up on the mole: dealers, sailors, boatmen and porters were swarming among oil
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: = 3 uting, cursing, loading and unloading. They were
hurrying to be ‘?O“C With it by the time the sup went down andgthc fortress gati clos?:i. The
sea poised sultrily; the harbor stank of rolting oranges, turnips, wine and oil. Two of three
middle-aged Maltese women sprinkled wi . g

Strumbula were covered with snow, and farther off Psloiritis rose, dark blue.Frozen masses

of snow glimrpered in white streaks from deep hollows protected from the wind. But the sky
shone crystalline, steel colored.

C?ptain Michales raised his glance to the massive Kule, a strong, thickly built towre to
the right of the barl?or entrance with the winged marble lion of Venice on its front.
Megalokastro was entirely surrounded by walls and fierce, battlemented towers, which had

been l?uilt by it§ Christian masters in the heydey of ancient Venice and had been slaked with
Venetian, Turkish and Greek blood. Here and there remains of earlier taste were still left,

as for instance the stone lions of Venice, carrying the Gospel in their claws, and the Turkish
axes which had been carved on the fortifications on that bloody autumn day when the Turks
had trampled Megalokastro after long years of hopeless blockade. And everywhere among

the tumbled blocks there now luxuriated an undergrowth of fig trees, stinging nettles and
caper bushes.

0505 2y SWaSE Ols 130l 5 OBl S eyl U 34 sy o0 25 Jll s slae
LS e,y mls a3 (03,5 5 3l 330 BT 5 258, 0 O gt (slaen s 3 Lt
TS e |y 35t 545 slanla ;0 0 i 3 1yt 3 51 5 b mtls ket L3 S or adss
ol FU Oj ey slar 055 0B, 5 O s W ey Kb s sk 5 LT VL L
loas’ (A0 3B 2 8 sy i g 03l itz US55, 0555 KK sl b ettil
.xajdgrfc.;fwjyjlugbjlx‘;ibla_&

VDR N IO R IO PR P TYR ) (PRCK S RUTCVIE < I S S g
Gljjxlﬁ;dw)j‘%‘J_',_\:]bu‘reb))i-6\.‘;—-)()‘)‘.5‘.{:.JJJJJUALA’-)‘GJSL{*:).LJ_’L’A
B a0t 35 SN gns 0SB (33 5 aB 5 Cpa) DAL Olagy Il o O p?
Aetsts a STl 51 b gioun  ra (5L, L0 (6,0 damin 3 i (33390 31300 B 1 S8 5 0
ST O povat €ty 3 3o ¢ty 513 Qe (K Ly 03,5 5k o aila o (i 155 4
)3 o (5518

- P PSPPSR T I J,'-.u);ﬂc»-bdﬁ’)-’ S sl GJ)L.*eu—K::‘Q‘)Jﬁ
b Sty ol a1 glS 4 ag 0 st Sl (9D slag )l Ko 4 M gl 4 5
35 3 Wiy g ag 00,5 ol Loy o il gt 110y o2 4 J«.}é’» " J\f’\" bl
Sy Sl 5 9 ezl d\i:r, x Jo! DS g pp S8 oy oS el 0p ‘JC:‘_‘ b Ly
SN st 59, 0T Toly sy eile Sl Olak &2 58 3 *5?;‘“5@!)’:"“(“)’ 5] (e 3
3058 Slaile 3l agy 8y o> SIS Tt Brote Wl Sl S 65 S i
gy oa it T sy S Ui Y0 32 A S 0029 6555 oy sla i



=
e
-
2
-
1)
g
@
=
-
)
-
-
)
L]

Yv q l)u tr;n JL.' ‘f“'f“

Michales lowered his gaze and fixed his eyes on the base of the Kule tower. The
veins of his temples swelled, and he sighed. There, in that dungeon, against which the waves
beat, was the accursed prison where generations of Christian warriors had gasped out their
lives, chained hand and foot. Truly the bodies of Cretans, strong though they are, do not
come up to the strenght of their souls, he thought, I accuse God of not having given us
Cretans bodies of steel with which to hold out for the hundred, two hundred, three hundred
years until we have set Crete free. Then we could turn to dust and ashes.

His anger rose again, and he thought of his nephew living abroad as a "Frank." He’s
studying, he says. What the devil is he studying? He'll come back like his Uncle Tityros the
schoolmaster, a seedy creature with glasses and a hollow rump! a good pig, but, dammit,
with worm!

He spat in a large arc and hesitated a moment longer before going to the small spice

shop kept by Demetros.
You have come down in the world, bold race of Mad-michales the Turk gobbler! he said

to himself, and in his mind’s eye his fear-inspring grandfather Mad-michales appeared in
flesh and blood. How could he die, he who had so many children and grandchildren? Far
and wide the old people still remembered him, the way he used to gaze along the coast of
Crete, shading his eyes with his hand: he was watching to see if the Muscovite ships were
coming out of the sea and sky. He would tilt his fez awry saunter up and down the walls of
Megalokastro, bow before that accursed Kyle and sing in the Turks’ faces. "The Muscovites
are coming!" His hair and his beard had been long, his boots high and hitched to his belt,
and never —it was said— did he take them off. He had worn too, a long black shirt, for

Captain
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ved Crete was in mourning, and every Sunday after Mass he used t
fv?ts:,ahis grandfather’s bow over hi§ shoulder and a quiver full of arrows as(:vesl‘Xa o
»Those were men,” Captain Michales snarled, frowning. "Those were gaints, not worms
jike us! So were their v«{omenfolk. Yes, even wilder. Ah, time, time! Manl’u'nd’s going
downhill, going to the devil!"

A curtain rose within him and revealed, after his grandfather, a skeleton with loamy nails
—pis grandmother. When she had reached a ripe age she had left the rough-walled house
and her heap of children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren to bury herself in a deep
cave up above her native village, at the foot of Psiloritis. For twenty years she had stayed in
that hole. One of her granddaughters, who had married a man in the village, brought her
gvery morning a lump of barley bread, some olives and a small bottle of wine (there was
water enough in the cave), and at Easter two red eggs in remembrance of Christ the Lord.
And every morning the old woman appeared, crouched at the cave’s entrance, plaster-white
like a ghost, with her long hair and nails and her rags, gazed at the rising sun and flourished
her thin arms at it for a long time, either in blessing or as a curse. Then she dived back into
the maw of the mountain. Twenty solitary years. But one morning they did not see her
come out. They understood. They called the village priest, climbed up there with burning
torches and found her, a crooked trestle of bones in a little, bathlike hollow, with her arms
crossed and her head gripped between her knees.
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