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In earlier days a handicraftsman, the typical labourer, received a certain
satisfaction from the work he did. His efforts were mostly to his own immediate
advantage. He saw the fruits of his work in the complete object he produced and,
moreover, the making of this object often required his adaptability or
inventiveness to overcome the difficulties which arose. In a real sense one can
speak of his being educated by his labour. Today all is changed. A standardized
job is done in a standardized manner and a standardized time for a standardized
wage. In place of the small forge in the forest, with two or three men doing all
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the work, there are steel mills in which each man is engaged in only an
infinitesimal portion of the whole process. He often has no knowledge of the
beginning nor of the end, and he has no interests in making the discovery. He
does not share in the ownership of the goods produced. His sole incentive is that
at the end of the week he will be entitld to a certain wage. Not infrequently the
nature of the work is in itself unpleasant, the conditions of work are trying, and
only sheer necessity keeps the worker there. By chance the steel industry has
been selected, almost any other would serve equally as an example. In each, the
system of production is ‘roundabout’; in each, the processes are minutely
subdivided; in each, the work is unpleasant, trying, boring; of none can it be sai.d
that they offer an incentive to work. For the labourer, the world, viewed in terms
of work, is a dull and seneless place.
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By collecting things, man can give free rein to his inherent avarice. Whether
the desire to collect is inborn or not, is not clear. At any rate, it makes its
appearance very early in life. Hardly a little boy is to be found who does not
collect something: marbles, stamps, coins or birds’ eggs. Children are concerned
not so much with the quality of the things they gather, as with the number. They
will proudly tell you they have 4876 stamps and go on counting and re-counting
them, like a miser going through his hoard. They engage in a primitive kind of
barter: two match-boxes equal four stamps and so on. Most of us grow out of this
tendency. Those who do not, become obsessed with their collections and
throughout their lives go on adding to them relentlessly; classifying them
scientifically; and boring their friends with long accounts of their progress. Those
few who have made a successful job of collecting money, find new and exciting
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toys to buy: expensive antiques, rare pictures, and autograph manuscripts replace
the tin soldiers and cigarette-cards of their childhood.

The desire to amass objects is not to be found in individuals only. It expresses
itself on a national scale. There can hardly be a great city in the world which does
not pride itself in its museums, art galleries, and libraries. Here the business
becomes very complicated indeed, for it involves obtaining trains and ships for
science museums; dinosaurs and fossils for natural history museums; panthers
and tropical fish for zoos and aquariums. Even quite small towns have their
museums in which to house the dusty relics, bones and arrow-heads that have
been excavated from surrounding fields.
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"Where is the friend’s house?" It was dawn when the rider asked.

The sky paused.

The passer-by bestowed the branch of light he had between his lips on the
darkness of the sands,

Pointed to a white poplar and said:

"Not far from the tree,

There is an alley which is grcener than God's sleep,

And in which love is as bluc as the feathers of honesty.

You go to the end of that allecy which leads to maturity;

Then you trun toward the flower of loneliness;

Two steps from the flower,

At the foot of the cternal fountain of carth’s myths, you stop

And a limpid fear engulls you.

In the fluid sincerity of the atmosphere, you hear a rustle:

You see a child

Climbing up a high pine tree to take a chicken out of the light’s nest

And you ask him

Where the friend’s house is."
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