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Of Wounds,
indeed, it is rightly and truly said, Nemo repente fuit turpissimus. 1
was once, I remember, called to a Patient, who had received a
violent Contusion in his Tibia, by which the extertor Cutis was
lacerated, so that there was a profuse sanguinary Discharge; and
the interior Membranes were so divellicated, that the Os or Bone
very plainly appeared through the Aperture of the Vulnus or
Wound. Some febrile Symptoms intervening at the same Time.
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‘Begar, me remember dem ver well,’ said the French Lieuten-

ant, ‘me ave read dem at School in dans Madam Daciere, des

Greek, des Trojan, dey fight for von Woman—ouy, ouy, me ave
read all dat.’

‘D—n Homo with all my Heart,’ says Northerton, ‘1 have the
Marks of him in my A yet. There’s Thomas of our Regi-
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ment, always carries 2 Homo in his Pocket: D—n me if ever I
come at it, if I don’t burn it. And there’s Corderius, another
d—n'd Son of 2 Whore that hath got me many a Flogging.’

‘Then you have been at School, Mr. Northerton?’ said the
Lieutenant.

‘Ay d—n me have I,’ answered he, ‘the Devil take my Father
for sending me thither. The old Put wanted to make a Parson of
me, but d—n me, thinks I to myself, I'll nick you there, old Cull:
The Devil a Smack of your Nonsense, shall you ever get into me.
There’s Jemmy Oliver of our Regiment, he narrowly escaped
being a Pimp too;
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BOOK I

Containing as much of the Birth of the Foundling as is
necessary or proper fo acquaint the Reader with in the
Beginning of this History.

CHAPTER I
The Introduction to the Work, or Bill of Fare to the Feast.

N Author ought to consider himself, not as a Gentleman who
gives a private or eleemosynary Treat, but rather as one who
keeps a public Ordinary, at which all Persons are welcome for
their Money. In the former Case, it is well known, that the
Entertainer provides what Fare he pleases; and tho’ this should
be very indifferent, and utterly disagreeable to the Taste of his
Company, they must not find any Fault; nay, on the contrary,
Good-Breeding forces them outwardly to approve and to com-
mend whatever is set before them. Now the contrary of this
happens to the Master of an Ordinary. Men who pay for what
they eat, will insist on gratifying their Palates, however nice and
whimsical these may prove; and if every Thing is not agreeable
to their Taste, will challenge a Right to censure, to abuse, and to
d—n their Dinner without Controul.

To prevent therefore giving Offence to their Customers by any
such Disappointment, it hath been usual, with the honest and
well-meaning Host, to provide a Bill of Fare, which all Persons
may peruse at their first Entrance into the House; and, having
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thence acquainted themselves with the Entertainment which
they may expect, may either stay and regale with what is pro-
vided for them, or may depart to some other Ordinary better
accommodated to their Taste.
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CHAPTER II

A short Description of Squire Allworthy, and a fuller Account of
Miss Bridget Allworthy Ais Sister.

N that Part of the western Division of this Kingdom, which is

commonly called Somersetshire, there lately lived (and perhaps
lives still) a Gentleman whose Name was A//worthy, and who
might well be called the Favourite of both Nature and Fortune;
for both of these seem to have contended which should bless
and enrich him most. In this Contention, Nature may seem to
some to have come off victorious, as she bestowed on him many
Gifts; while Fortune had only one Gift in her Power; but in
pouring forth this, she was so very profuse, that others perhaps
may think this single Endowment to have been more than equiva-
lent to all the various Blessings which he enjoyed from Nature.
From the former of these, he derived an agreeable Person, a
sound Constitution, a solid Understanding, and a benevolent
Heart; by the latter, he was decreed to the Inheritance of one of
the largest Estates in the County.

This Gentleman had, in his Youth, married a very worthy and
beautiful Woman, of whom he had been extremely fond: By
her he had three Children, all of whom died in their Infancy.
He had likewise had the Misfortune of burying this beloved Wife
herself, about five Years before the Time in which this History
chuses to set out. This Loss, however great, he bore likc a Man
of Sense and Constancy; tho’ it must be confest, he would often
talk a little whimsically on this Head: For he sometimes said, he
looked on himself as still married, and considered his Wife as
only gone a little before him, a Journey which he should most
certainly, sooner or later, take after her; and that he had not the
least Doubt of meeting her again, in a Place where he should never
part with her more. Sentiments for which his Sense was arraigned
by one Part of his Neighbours, his Religion by a second, and his
Sincerity by a third.

He now lived, for the most Part, retired in the Country, with
one Sister, for whom he had a very tender Affection. This Lady
was now somewhat past the Age of 30, an Ara, at which, in
the Opinion of the malicious, the Title of Old Maid may, with
no Impropriety, be assumed. She was of that Species of Women,
whom you commend rather for good Qualities than Beauty, and
who are generally called by their own Sex, very good Sort of



g
S
-
e
-
1]
g
=
=
-
=
-
=
-
=]

Y . Yool ‘f;’ Ju P e

32 Jad
Sl S 51§ e 2
oLt Mg (ool g g il 05dss Jlgot 51 (8 5 b gn B

S ki (el U39 ymn gl o ol o 4 457 s ol (g iy S diaie OT s
3 b 535 515 91 0150 457l 0T (431 Ol o 53 o0 5a LS 5) 5 S S
353005 31550 51 w515 g0 Sl it B Wis gy s b2 o L 33 ) F 5 S 1 sl Sy
b e (595 Cone 47y i (o S5 4 L (B ) 53 A3 1 5 - e 9 i)
Ll Cths Lt 55 Sk o OS5 g5 o 50T Jbm €299 4230 15 o pociie calgpn S s 0n )
P o ) 5Ks 09 Sl Kaa 573 g0 ot 5 g5 (Sukidin ol o go o) iy 5
38 533 303 5 53 ) p S o 5 556 5 b 0 g S n O oan 575 5
365565168555 B 35 sl 55308 (s iy (P g A Tk (g (e At e
SRR PO PR g0 L R SRV B O - SYVPRT I A B P VPPN P

Comngs Cule 4 1) 81 45 (o e F 9305 Olew L;),A...;L-)L..;@)Lwly)acub)'ai
|)u..l.a;rhs)§.;u.’u.b L3 g 2508 55 (S5 )3 de p S0 g 4Bl L5 A ) 51T s g
jwzdl«c.;a_,.b-)awl_,dl,uxu#sfl’-Q;ywaqx|)U~J....54§.5_|QT,>,30;
L il auls ol e T Ot 33 S ST 0T 53 sl C8d8 0w 5 035 &5 o
V0l s Sl S5 T 0N bt S0 31035 Joni b3 9 J gine Lt J2a 8 )1 o5°L
3Bl gn s B 5 4355 ey irly 1y 2 g 4 91457 o oSN 1 o s s )
534 93k o Sl 4 5o 31 'l ok (5 i 516 91 5] Ut -l i P ah 7S 00 SO
a5Vt sl ol g3y 55 3 2 o B 5 S o 33 Sl g 53 e
1)) i Byl 1 iy 6573 g1 ool iz S50 b 40 ) i Mtom 9151 50 s 9 ezl
A 30 }a,‘f,4-5;){‘_‘;.»;;‘;4,!4;;;);){;?,44;:..:!;&cJ-.zT

33 62l g & G (L s S5 g _pl g b1y OBl 2t 55 9T S Dt ! o
@l 5|J3Ku.;.--;_,gwlfdbU...-)ljul:Uf.blg,.ﬂ,.iuxl..x_..l)fu‘uvqL..,)
S ais o 3 olis b 850 cablioad ool g il 03k 6ol g0 1y 0555 _mpn ool 01 laa Bk
QLJQLM}‘LJJUJ,JJJQQLO_J;GA)')W)),.&UJMJJ:Q w 45 390U

BRGNS TR WP TR PR AL §

v (Y oo 3 V(Y

Sy s 9 4505 Slag, TN g ey ol )y B SNy g L (F
39 MY N 2o o (B

S ot W7 o8 Saman (V2033 S35 IV (N

W3\ dal g 30 A o hae ) Bus B S e yn s B3 Y



g
S
-
e
-
1]
g
=
=
-
=
-
=
-
=]

F¥

Women—as good a Sort of Woman, Madam, as you would wish
to know. Indeed she was so far from regretting Want of Beauty,
that she never mention’d that Perfection (if it can be called one)
without Contempt; and would often thank God she was not as
handsome as Miss such a one, whom perhaps Beauty had led
into Errors, which she might have otherwise avoided. Miss
Bridget Allworthy (for that was the Name of this Lady) very
rightly conceived the Charms of Person in a Woman to be no
better than Snares for herself, as well as for others, and yet so
discreet was she in her Conduct, that her Prudence! was as much

on the Guard, as if she had all the Snares to apprehend which
were ever laid for her whole Sex. Indeed, I have observed (tho’
it may seem unaccountable to the Reader) that this Guard of
Prudence, like the Trained Bands, is always readiest to go on
Duty where there is the least Danger. It often basely and cowardly
deserts those Paragons for whom the Men are all wishing, sigh-
ing, dying, and spreading every Net in their Power; and con-
stantly attends at the Heels of that higher Order of Women, for
whom the other Sex have a more distant and awful Respect, and
whom (from Despair, I suppose, of Success) they never venture
to attack.

Reader, I think proper, before we proceed any farther together,
to acquaint thee, that I intend to digress, through this whole
History, as often as I see Occasion: Of which I am myself a
better Judge than any pitiful Critic whatever; and here I must
desire all those Critics to mind their own Business, and not to
intermeddle with Affairs, or Works, which no ways concern
them: For, till they produce the Authority by which they are
constituted Judges, I shall plead to their Jurisdiction.

CHAPTER III

An odd Accident whick befel Mr. Allworthy, at his Return home.
The decent Behaviour of Mrs. Deborah Wilkins , with some proper
Animadversions on Bastards.

HAVE told my Reader, in the preceding Chapter, that Mr.
Allwortky inherited a large Fortune; that he had a good Heart,
and no Family. Hence, doubtless, it will be concluded by many,

that he lived like an honest Man, owed no one a Shilling, took
nothing but what was his own, kept a good House, entertained
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his Neighbours with a hearty Welcome at his Table, and was
charitable to the Poor, i.e. to those who had rather beg than work,
by giving them the Offals from it; that he dy’d immensely rich,
and built an Hospital.

And true it is, that he did many of these Things; but, had he
done nothing more, I should have left him to have recorded his
own Merit on some fair Free-Stone over the Door of that Hos-
pital.! Matters of a much more extraordinary Kind are to be the
Subject of this History, or I should grossly mispend my Time in
writing so voluminous a Work; and you, ‘my sagacious Friend,
might, with equal Profit and Pleasure, travel through some Pages,
which certain droll Authors have been facetiously pleased to call
The History of England.’

Mr. Allworthy had been absent a full Quarter of a Year in
London, on some very particular Business, tho’ I know not what
it was; but judge of its Importance, by its having detained him so
long from home, whence he had not been absent a Month at a
Time during the Space of many Years. He came to his House
very late in the Evening, and after a short Supper with his Sister,
retired much fatigued to his Chamber. Here, having spent some

Minutes on his Knees, a Custom which he never broke through
on any Account, he was preparing to step into Bed, when, upon
opening the Cloaths, to his great Surprize, he beheld an Infant,
wrapt up in some coarse Linnen, in a sweet and profound Sleep,
between his Sheets. He stood some Time lost in Astonishment
at this Sight; but, as Good-nature had always the Ascendant in
his Mind, he soon began to be touched with Sentiments of Com-
passion for the little Wretch before him. He then rang his Bell,
and ordered an elderly Woman Servant to rise immediately and
come to him, and in the mean Time was so eager in contemplating
the Beauty of Innocence, appearing in those lively Colours with
which Infancy and Sleep always display it, that his Thoughts
were too much engaged to reflect that he was in his Shirt, when
the Matron came in. She had indeed given her Master sufficient
Time to dress himself; for out of Respect to him, and Regard to
Decency, she had spent many Minutes in adjusting her Hair at
the Looking-glass, notwithstanding all the Hurry in which she
had been summoned by the Servant, and tho’ her Master, for
ought she knew, lay expiring in an Apoplexy, or in some other Fit.

It will not be wondered at, that a Creature, who had so strict a
Regard to Decency in her own Person, should be shocked at the
least Deviation from it in another. She therefore no sooner opened
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the Door, and saw her Master standing by the Bedside in his
Shirt, with a Candle in his Hand, than she started back in a most
terrible Fright, and might perhaps have swooned away, had he
not now recollected his being undrest, and put an End to her
Terrors, by desiring her to stay without the Door till he had
thrown some Cloaths over his Back, and was become incapable
of shocking the pure Eyes of Mrs. Deborah Wilkins, who, tho’

in the g2d Year of her Age, vowed she had never beheld a
Man without his Coat. Sneerers and prophane Wits may perhaps
laugh at her first Fright, yet my graver Reader, when he con-
siders the Time of Night, the Summons from her Bed, and the
Situation in which she found her Master, will highly justify and
applaud her Conduct; unless the Prudence, which must be sup-
posed to attend Maidens at that Period of Life at which Mrs.
Deborakh had arrived, should a little lessen his Admiration.
When Mrs. Deborah returned into the Room, and was acquain-
ted by her Master with the finding the little Infant, her Con-
sternation was rather greater than his had been; nor could she
refrain from crying out with great Horror of Accent as well as
Look, ‘My good Sir! what’s to be done ¥ Mr. dllworthyanswered,
she must take care of the Child that Evening, and in the Morning
he would give Orders to provide it a Nurse. ‘Yes, Sir,’ says she,
‘and 1 hope your Worship will send out your Warrant to take
up the Hussy its Mother (for she must be one of the Neighbour-
hood) and I should be glad to see her committed to Bridewel,
and whipt at the Cart’s Tail. Indeed such wicked Sluts cannot be
too severely punished. I'll warrant ’tis not her first, by her Im-
pudence in laying it to your Worship.” ‘In laying it to me,
Deborah,’ answered Allworthy, ‘1 can’t think she hath any such
Design. I suppose she hath only taken this Method to provide for
her Child; and truly I am glad she hath not done worse.” ‘I
don’t know what is worse,” cries Deborak, ‘than for such wicked
Strumpets to lay their Sins at honest Men’s Doors; and though
your Worship knows your own Innocence, yet the World is
censorious; and it hath been many an honest Man’s Hap to pass
for the Father of Children he never begot; and if your Worship
should provide for the Child, it may make the People the apter to
believe: Besides, why should your Worship provide for what the
Parish is obliged to maintain? For my own Part, if it was an
honest Man’s Child indeed; but for my own part, it goes against
me to touch these misbegotten Wretches, whom I don’t look
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upon as my Fellow Creatures. Faugh, how it stinks! It doth not
smell like a Christian. If I might be so bold to give my Advice,
I would have it put in a Basket, and sent out and laid at the
Church-Warden’s Door. It is a good Night, only a little rainy
and windy; and if it was well wrapt up, and put in a warm Basket,
it is two to one but it lives till it is found in the Morning. But
if it should not, we have discharged our Duty in taking proper
care of it; and it is, perhaps, better for such Creatures to die in a
state of Innocence, than to grow up and imitate their Mothers;
for nothing bettcr can be expected of them.’

‘There were some Strokes in this Speech which, perhaps, would
have oftended Mr. Allworthy, had he strictly attended to it; but
he had now got one of his Fingers into the Infant’s Hand, which
by its gentle Pressure, seeming to implore his Assistance, had
certainly out-pleaded the Eloquence of Mrs. Deborak, had it
been ten times greater than it was. He now gave Mrs. Deborak
positive Orders to take the Child to her own Bed, and to call up a
Maid-servant to provide it Pap and other things against it waked.
He likewise ordered that proper Clothes should be procured for it
early in the Morning, and that it should be brought to himself as
soon as he was stirring.

Such was the Discernment of Mrs. #ilkins, and such the
Respect she bore her Master, under whom she enjoyed a most
excellent Place, that her Scruples gave way to his peremptory
Commands; and she took the Child under her Arms, without
any apparent Disgust at the Illegality of its Birth; and declaring
it was a sweet little Infant, walked off with it to her own Chamber.

Allworthy here betook himself to those pleasing Slumbers,
which a Heart that hungers after Goodness, is apt to enjoy, when
thoroughly satisfied. As these are possibly sweeter than what are
occasioned by any other hearty Meal, I should take more Pains
to display them to the Reader, if I knew any Air to recommend
him to for the procuring such an Appetite.
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