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Girl

by Jamaica Kincaid

Wash the white clothes on Mondav and put them on rhe stone
heap: wash the color clothes on Tuesday and put them on the
clothesline to drvi don't walk barchead i the hot sun; cook pumpkin
fritters in very hot sweet oily soak vour little cloths right after vou take
them off: when buving cotron to make vourself a nice blouse, be sure
that it doesn't have gum on it, because that way it won't hold up well
after a wash; soak salt fish overnight before vou cook it is it true that
vou sing benna in Sundav schoolz: alwayvs car vour food in such a wav
that it won't turn someone clse's stomach: on Sundavs try ro walk like a
ladv and nort like the slut vou are so bent on becoming; don't sing
benna in Sundav school: vou mustn't speak to wharbtflies will follow
vou: but I don't sing benna on Sundavs at all and never m Sunday
«chool: this is how to sew on a button; this is how to make a button-
hole for the burton vou have just sewed on; this 15 how to hem a dress
when vou see the hem coming down and so to prevent vourself from
looking like the slut T know yvou are so bent on becoming; this is how
vou iron vour father's khaki shire so that it doesn't have a crease; this is
how vou 1ron vour father's khaki pants so that they don't have a crease:
this is how vou grow okrbatar from the house, because okra tree
harbors red ants; when vou are growing dasheen, ake sure it gets plenty
of water or else it makes vour throat itch when vou are eating 1t this 18
how vou sweep a corner: this ix how vou sweep a whole house: this 1s
how vou sweep a vard: this 1s how vou smile to someone vou don't like
too much; this is how vou smile to someone vou don't like art all; this 1s
how vou smile to someone vou like completely: this 1s how vou set a
table for tea; this is how vou set a rable tor dinner: this is how vou set a
rable for dinner with an important guest: this is how vou set a rable for

lunchs: this is how vou ser a table for breakfast; this is how to behave in
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the presence of men who don't know you very well, and this wav thev
won't recognize immediately  the  slut 1T have  warned  vou
againstbecoming; be sure to wash every day, even if it is with vour
own spit; don't squat down to play marblebsyou are not a boy, vou
know; don't pick people's flowerbsvou might catch something; don't
throw stones at blackbirds, because it might not be a blackbird ar all;
this is how to make a bread pudding; this is how to make doukona;
this 1s how to make pepper pot; this is how to make a good
medicine for a cold; this is how to make a good medicine to throw
awayv a child before it even becomes a child; this s how to catch a
fish; this is how to throw back a fish vou don't like, and that way
something bad won't fall on you; this is how to bully a man; this 1s
how a man bullics vou; this is how to love a man; and if this doesn't
work there are other ways, and if they don't work don't feel too bad
about giving up; this 1s how to spit up in the air if vou fecl like it
and this is how to move quick so that it doesn't fall on you; this 1s
how to make ends meer; alwavs squeeze bread to make sure it's
fresh; but what if the baker won't let me teel the breadr; you mean
to say that after all vou are really going to be the kind of woman who
the baker won't let near the breadr
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Todesfuge Von Paul Celan

Schwarze Mileh der Frihe wir trinken sie abends

wir trinken sie mittags und morgens wir rrinken sie nachts

wir rrinken und rinken

wir schauteln ein Grab in den Latren da hegt man nicht eng

Ein Mann wohne im Haus der spielt mic den Schlangen der schreibr
der schreibr wenn es dunkelt nach Deurschland dein goldenes Haar Margarere
er schretbr s und it vor das Haus und es blitzen die Sterne

er pteitt seine Riden herbet

er pteitt seine Juden hervor lasst schauteln em Grab in der Frde

cr betiehlr uns spielr auf nun zum Tanz

Schwarze Milch der I'rithe wir rrinken dich naches

wir trinken dich morgens und mittags wir trinken dich abends

wir trinken und trinken

Fiin Mann wohnt im FHaus der spielt mir den Schlangen der schreibe
der schreibr wenn es dunkelt nach Deurschland dein goldenes Haar Margarete
Dein aschenes Haar Sulamirh wir schauteln ein Grab in den Liften

da liegt man nichr eng

Er rutt stechre teter ins FErdreich thr einen thr andern singer und spicle
er greift nach dem Lisen im Gurr er schwingts seine Augen sind blau
stecht deter die Spaten thr einen thr anderen spicle weiter zum Tanz aut
schwarze Milch der Frihe wir irinken dich naches

wir trinken dich mirtags und morgens wir trinken dich abends

wir trinken und trinken

cin Mann wohnr im Haus dein goldenes Haar Margarere

dein aschenes Haar Sulamith er spielt nur den Schlangen

i ruft spiele stBer den Tod der Tod ist ein Metster aus Deurschland
er rutt streicht dunkler die Geigen dann sterge thr als Rauch in die Lutt
dann habr ihr cin Grab in den Wolken da liegr man nichr eng
Schwarze Mileh der 'rithe wir rrinken dich nachres

wir trinken dich mitrags der Tod ist e Metster aus Deutschland

wir trinken dich abends und morgens wir trinken und trinken

der Tod ist ein Meister aus Deurschland sein \uge 15t blau

er eriftr dich mit bleterner Kugel er wriftt dich genau

cin Mann wohnt im Haus dein goldenes Haar Margarete

er herzt seine Raden aut uns or schenke uns ¢in Grab in der Lutt

cr spielt mit den Schlangen und trdumet der Tod st ein Meister aus
Deutschland
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dein goldenes Haar Margarere
dein aschenes Haar Sulamith
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Fugue of Death
Translated by Christopher Middleton

Black milk of davbreak we drink it at nighttall

we drink it at noon in the morning we drink 1t at mght
we drnk it and dank it

we are digging a grave in the sky itis ample to lie there
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A man in the house he plavs with the serpents he writes

he writes when the night falls to Germany vour golden hair Margarete

he writes it and walks trom the house the stars glitter he whistles his dogs up
he whistles his Jews out and orders a grave to be dug in the carth

he commands us strike up tor the dance

Black milk: of davbreak we drink vou at night

we drink vou in the morning at noon we drink vou ar nighttall

drink vou and drink vou

A man in the house he plays with the serpents he writes

he writes when the night falls to Germany vour golden hair Margarete

Your ashen hair Shulamith we are digging a grave in the sky it is ample to lie there

Fle shouts stab deeper in carth vou there and you others vou sing and you play
he grabs at the iron in his belt and swings it and blue are hix eyes
stab deeper vour spades vou there and vou others play on for the dancing

Black milk of dayvbreak we drink vou at nighttall

we drink vou at noon in the mornings we drink vou at nightfall
drink vou and drink you

a man in the house vour golden hair Margarcte

vour ashen hair Shulamith he plays with the serpents

He shouts play sweeter death's music death comes as a master from Germany
he shouts stroke darker the strings and as smoke vou shall chmb to the sky
then vou'll have a grave in the clouds it is ample to lie there

Black milk of davbreak we drink vou at night

we drink vou at noon death comes as a master from Germany

we drink vou at nightfall and moring we drink you and drink you

a master from Germany death comes with eves that are blue

with a bullet of lead he will hit in the mark he will hit vou

a man in the house your golden hair Margarete

he hunts us down with his dogs in the sky he gives us a grave

he plavs with the serpents and dreams death comes as a master from Germany

vour golden hair Margarcte
vour ashen hair Shulamith,
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Schicksalslied
Fredrich Hoelderlin

I hr wandele droben im Liche

Aut werchem Boden, scelige Genien!
Glacnzende Goeteerluetre

Ruchren Huch leiche,

Wice die Finger der kuenstlerin
Heilige Sairen

Schicksallos, wie der schlatende
Sauegling, atmen die Himmlbischen:
KNecusch bewahre

In bescherdener knospe

Blucher ewig

[ hnen der Gerst,

L nd die seligen Augen

Blicken in saller,

Ewiger Klacrher.

Doch uns 1:1 gepeben,

Aut keiner Staerre zu ruho;
[is schwinden, es tallen

Dic leidenden Menschen
Blindhngs von ciner

Stunde zur andern,

\Wice wasser von klippe

Zu klippe geworten,

Jahrlang ins Ungewisse hinab.

o S
,ch‘,.h \;‘@-\):__ Iy
e e




