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SENSE AND SENSIBILITY

by Jane Austen

The family of Dashwood had long been settled in Sussex. Their
estate was large, and their residence was at Norland Park, in the centre
of their property, where, for many gencrations, thev had lived in so
respectable 2 manner as to engage the general good opinion of their
surrounding acquaintance. The late owner of this estate was a single
man, who lived to a very advanced age, and who for many vears of
his life, had a constant companion and housckeeper in his sister. But
her death, which happened ten vears before his own, produced a great
alteration in his home; for to supply her loss, he invited and reccived
into his house the family of his nephew Mr. Henry Dashwood, the legal
inheritor ot the Norland estate, and the person to whom he intended to
bequeath it In the society of his nephew and niece, and their children,
the old Genteman’s days were comfortably spent. His attachment
to them all increased. The constant attention of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Dashwood to his wishes, which proceeded not merely from interest,
but from goodness of heart, gave him every degree of solid comfort
which his age could receive; and the cheerfulness of the children added
a relish to his existence,

By a tormer marriage, Mr. Henry Dashwood had one son: by his
present lady, three daughters. The son, a steady respectable young man,
was amply provided for by the fortune of his mother, which had been
large, and half of which devolved on him on his coming of age. By his
own marriage, likewise, which happened soon afterwards, he added to
his wealth. To him therefore the succession to the Norland estate was
not so really lmpormnt as to his sisters; for their fortune, independent
of what mwht arisc to them from their father’s inheriting that property,
could be but small. Their mother had nothing, and their father only
seven thousand pounds in his own disposal; for the remaining moiety
of his first wife’s fortune was also secured to her child, and he had only
a life-interest in it

The old gentleman died: his will was read, and like almost every
other will, gave as much disappointment as pleasure. He was neither so



@
[
8
-
1]
g
e
=
=
=
-
=
)
=]

Af’\')L'qui‘sJLG._l.“QaJLAJ.\;;).KAj\.A

| P & PR NN T | Ia

313 .‘L: a“ \) v)\ ;,"")J\ i &S lAS élz'-_\;w Lol e v,mo_‘l)JA‘J? aal ke 38 “._...\»L
L B - - | ol e Al - \ - 130

Ll v b S gl U Dl oae DL bs o ees (900 i 1 Dl ats S0

N g el o2 & D e i e
o Do \_}>u> )l Loals JL“_* f Jw s e J\‘ o O 2 g VL,..S mrRF O‘j‘. IR _)L;.,.}\
A \PLQ-— v\.a'.'o JL&A ::L T A Y ‘\1_5;,\...»: ‘;’}, L VJ))H\.: S J}J‘l V,LJAJJ VL>;A )1 L u<.u
L.: ~— \,“‘ ‘3}_: azsnl U j;}f_/‘-k:‘ Jﬁ a 1) :JA—"‘ \:,—&m B s lal ._LJ‘J‘}. a“ L)}Lﬁ B _;._\._: L' QKS Y

b sk bt 033 50 LSS ol bl pa s e 53 05 S 51aS s L s

' << L
- aa aS 2 S S8 5oladl

Akl e T WIS 0 LS L amad o g Zeld Sts sl S Sag Jle sladl

52K LS s s BB Je ol Sl s Sha s o S e o3l aS
[

B z . - -
\.,"'"‘\}';b = J‘ .\.’_.-'ﬂ 22 L J

o

T

ou j.v\.istﬁﬁj.é v.-'i').«_; JL..‘_a Q,AL_
P A V IO P UL ORI
< = o~ < - v

pj Doty
e T - | T | | - Z B 1.
A i i -t \ - Als 3 a S . s
Lo S s SR _\.w‘;a_ sl S0 A e sl 2 T2 .,./L-‘M P



=
e
-
)
=
e
El
e
=
=]
=
-
-
i
=]

Y04 fdad i dgas

unjust, nor so ungrateful, as to leave his estate from his nephew;--but he
left it to him on such terms as destroyed half the value of the bequest.

Mr. Dashwood had wished for it more for the sake of his wife and
daughters than for himself or his son;--but to his son, and his son’s son,
a child of four vears old, it was secured, in such a way, as to leave to
himself no power of providing for those who were most dear to him,
and who most needed a provision by any charge on the estate, or by any
sale of its valuable woods. The whole was tied up for the benefit of this
child, who, in occasional visits with his father and mother at Norland,
had so far gained on the affections of his uncle, by such attractions
as are by no means unusual in children of two or three years old; an
imperfect articulation, an carnest desire of having his own way, many
cunning tricks, and a great deal of noise, as to outweigh all the value of
all the attention which, for vears, he had received from his niece and her
daughters. He meant not to be unkind, however, and, as a mark of his
affection for the three gitls, he left them a thousand pounds a-piece.

Mr. Dashwood’s disappointment was, at first, severe; but his temper
was cheerful and sanguinc; and he might reasonably hope to live many
vears, and by living economically, lay by a considerable sum from the
produce of an estate already large, and capable of almost immediate
improvement. But the fortune, which had been so tardy in coming, was
his only one twelvemonth.

He survived his uncle no longer; and ten thousand pounds, including
the late legacies, was all that remained for his widow and daughters.
His son was sent for as soon as his danger was known, and to him
Mr. Dashwood recommended, with all the strength and urgency which
illness could command, the interest of his mother-in-law and sisters.

Mr. John Dashwood had not the strong feelings of the rest of the
family; but he was affected by a recommendation of such a nature at
such a time, and he promised to do every thing in his power to make
them comfortable. His father was rendered easy by such an assurance,
and Mr. John Dashwood had then leisure to consider how much there
might prudently be in his power to do for them.
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