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Had mv parenes allowed me, when | oread a book, 1o pav a visic to the
country 1t deseribed, T <hould have fele that T was making an ¢normous
advance towards the ulumare conquest ot truth. For even if we have the
sensation of bemng alwavs eny cloped i, surrounded by our own soul, sdll 1t
docs nor scem a tixed and immovable prison: rather do we seem to be
borne awav with ir, and perpetually: strugeling o pass bevond it to break
out 1nto the world, with a perpetual dlsumrawmun as we hear endlessly,
al around us, that unv: arving sound which 1s no ccho from without. but the
resonance ot a vibraton from within, We trv o to discover in things,
endeared 1o us on that account, the sprritual glamour which we ourselves
have cast upon them; we are disllusioned, and learn that thev are in
themselves barren and devoid of the charm which theyv owed, in our minds,
to the association of certain ideas: sometimes we mobilize all our spirttual
torces in a ulittering arrav so as o intluence and subjugate other human
bemnges who, as we verv well know, are situated outside ourselves, where we
can never reach them. And <o, if | alwavs imagined the woman [ loved as
n asering of whatever places T most longed, ar the time, to visit it in mv
seeret longings 1t was she who artracted me to them, who opened to me the
cate of an unknown world, that was not by the mere hazard of a simple
association ot thoughts; no, it was because mv dreams ot rravel and of love
were only moments—which T isolare arrificiallv today as though 1 were
cutting scetions, at ditferent heights, i ajer of water, rainbow-tlashing but
sceminghv without  flow or  motion-werce onlv drops in a single,
undeviating, irresistible outrush of all the torees of my life.
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