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He was beloved not for any essential ability but for those
unforgettable digressions of his, when he would remove his
glasses to beam at the past while massaging the lenses of the
present. Nostalgic excursions in broken English. Autobiographical
tidbits. How Pnin came to the Soedinyon Nie Sbtat/ (the United
States). ‘Examinations on ship before landing. Very welll “Nothing
to declare?” “Nothing.” Verv welll Then political questons. He
asks: “Are vou anarchisez” | answer'—itme out on the part of the
narrator  for a spell of cozy mute mirth—“First what do we
understand under ‘Anarchism’? Anarchism practical, metaphysical,
theoretical, mystical, abstractcal, individual, social. When [ was
young, “I say, “All this had for me signification.” So we had a very
interesting discussion, in consequence of which I passed two
whole weeks on Ellis Island’ — abandon beginning to heave;
heaving; narrator convulsed.
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Some people — and I am one of them— hate happy ends. We feel

cheated. Harm is the norm. Doom should not jam.
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Once upon a ume there lived in Berlin, Germany, 2 man called
Albinus. He was rich, respectable, happy; one day he abandoned

his wite tor the sake of a vouthtul mistress; he loved: was not
loved; and his wife ended in disaster. This is the whole of the
story and we might have lett ic at that had there not been profit
and pleasure 1n the telling; and although there 1s plenty of space
on a gravestone to contain, bound in moss, the abridged version
of a man's life, detail s ahwavs welcome.
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