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By ten o’clock in the morning, they were already installed in Ramon’s shop.
Sitting on metal chairs painted in the colors and logo of Pepsi Cola, Torcuato
Garduno, Pascual Ortega and Macedonio Macedo were drinking beer, avid for
news of how things were going, for every detail of how Ramén intended to
eliminate his enemy. After the usual round of nonsense, Pascual decided to ask
Ramén straight out: "Have you decided how you’re going to kill him?"

"No", answered Ramon.

Torcuato got up from his chair and stood next to him. "Well, think about it,"
he said, "because you’re not going to get the Gypsy just like that."

It would be a few weeks before the Gypsy came back to Loma Grande, if he
came back at all. It was his habit to show up in the village on the first Friday of
each month. There was plenty of time to plan the killing, as Macedonio pointed
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out.

"What if he shows up right now?" asked Torcuato. "Are we going to let him
find out and get away alive and well? No sir, this has to be decided right now.
Ramon has to be ready for whenever the son of a bitch comes back."

They agreed and, among the four of them, planned countless ways to carry
out the murder, discarding them one after the other. To bushwhack him in the
guillies was difficult, not only because the Gypsy was always on the look-out, but
because to carry it out they would need a shotgun, and only two poeple in Loma
Grande owned one: Omar Carrillo, who had a flintlock which sometimes tired
and sometimes didn’t, a risky weapon for this kind of busiiess; and Ranulfo
Quirarte — Old Friendly —~ who wouldn’t lend anyone his 16-gauge single shot.
To attack the man with a machete was no good either: since they had carved up
his back, the Gypsy never let anyone armed with a machete get within three
meters of him.

After discarding a number of alternatives, the four decided the best way for
Ramoén to kill him was with a pistol a small weapon that bould be easily handled.
However there was one matter that would have to be solved: the army had
recently carried out a surprise and very effective campaign against handguns

throughout the area.
a3 9052 00 5 degh K el 0 € 8 Sl OV e STdew s 4148, 58
S 018 5 g0 g0 5l oSl 5 oo 0 5 2 1S ot oS DY) e BT ©0 30 00 25
"l sl b 0 goly b s last o
50 Solgiy I8 el sl b ol sbaetd ablem 5 s S Usd ) 5148, 5 O >
Bl dlian 51 5 g Cie St 03 Sadar JSalae ;s 13 5058 eSS s S5, KK
S S s g ol Sy )3 8 35 hab 500 g gl on Sl ) ol sl S o gy s
P 3250 Sl (a6 o 0T 5 iy Blesr Sili 4 oy 48 8 Sl
455 51 oo o g 61,555 580 1) (6 K300 31 (SU ot il (551850 e gl 5135 o
Sy elin Sl o a3 Sl o3litad 313l oSt s |y Mo 55 IS 5SS 0l 0 )
B3 g s 0d oS aSobs pad o5l pl pl o podkile Blaad o5 1S g pla L 51 5 J5S
T ol g el e tS i b Ko el i oS 1 Sl ey 5l (6 S5 4
Sy ol agsls Sleslidd IS anila b S O sl Sl il oy (g o8 ik
Shaambat a8 o 5 KBl #1315 251t e o 3l o o 520 0 oyl



AY QLL..AJJJ:J_L_ AR ;)LA..:: «rrjla AA

ly a lucky few had been able to hide theirs and escape confiscation Among the
ter, the only one who was trustworthy was Juan Prieto, Ramon’s best friend.
| that remained was to find out if he had ammunition and, most important, if

would lend the weapon.
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