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I come from Kashan,
a painter by profession:

Sometimes I make a cage out of pigment,
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and sell it to you
to delight your heart in its loneliness
with the song of corn poppies impriosned there.
What a thought, oh what a thought...
I know that my canvas is lifeless.
I well know that the pond in my painting
bears no fish.
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[ am happy with just an apple

and with smelling a chamomile plant.
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I recognize the flutter of a quail’s wings / /
and the colouring of a bustard’s underbelely,

and the footprints of a mountain goat.
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[ well know where the rhubarb grows
when starlings return,
when partridges sing,
when a hawk dies.
QlA{L}_LL_L_:Lgl.,sj]a_ﬂ)ij.iky_\)s«Sg,..d\"}é)l:j&?g\*ﬂéuﬁ.iﬂwéj\ e
RIS
P.ﬂj.a\.' C,J;.:.EJ- )'Ui =
Perhaps our job is
to run between the Morning Glory and the Century
in Pursuit of the sound of Truth.
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