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The 13" century is perhaps the most fascinating and, at the same
time, embarrassing period in the history of the Muslim world. After
the death of the prophet Mohammad in 632, the Muslims had
extended their rules from Arabia over large parts of the then known
world: Syria, Egypt, and Iran were soon incorporated into the new

empire; in 711, the Muslims reached Spain, the Indus valley and
Transoxania. (Schimmel, the Triumphal Sun, 1978, p. 3).
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Apparently, Jalal, unable to forego the society of his dearest friend,
sent his son, Sultan Walad, to Damascus, charged with the task of

finding Shams and recalling him to Qoniya(Nicholson, selected poems, p.
XXXIII).
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As a nurse, my mother doesn’t usually stay with us at night.
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Come here, I have no designs on you, you understand?
It’s no good to stay over there, why be all alone?

All life comes from the Chelibi (master) of the path;
find God, what are you following?
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The Chelebi wants his charges, what do you make of the Chelebi?
(Rumi, Past and Present, East and West; London: 2000, P. 316).
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The dancing Dervishes have their monastery and humble mosque in
Pera. At one o’clock we went, slippers in hand, as shoes must be left
at the door, but found that we were too early. Our company
consisted of seven or eight, among whom were Mr. and Mrs. W., of
Liverpool, who had been of our party in visiting mosques. We did
not know how far the company of a lady might embarrass the
request, yet we ventured to send a messenger to the chief of the
Dervishes, asking permission to pay him a visit. It was granted; and
leaving our shoes at the door, we ascended to a plain, uncarpeted
ante-room, through which we passed into a small, well-furnished
saloon, with divans on three sides. In one corner, as the honourable
place, sat a small, mild-looking man, with green turban and green
gown. He did not rise when we entered, but put his hand to his
breast, then to his forehead, beckoned us to be seated, and then
ordered coffees and pipes. His demeanour was exccedingly
agreeable and dignified, exhibiting intelligence and sweetness of
temper. The esteem in which he was held was apparent from the
visits paid him by distinguished persons while we sat. A little
sylph-like creature, about four years old, came in, leaped on the
divan, fell on her knees before the venerable man, and, perfectly
motionless, received his silent benediction in three warm, full
respirations in her beautiful face, when her melting eyes looked into
his beaming with benignity, and then she flitted across the room and
disappeared with her attendant, who had stood at the door. She had
been sent by her mother for the good man’s blessing. Not a word
was spoken in the room during this brief but impressive incident.

(Rumi, Past and Present, East and West, London, 2000, P. 502)
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