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"We celebrate the New Year’s Feast but once in all the year;
A Feast perpetual to me affords thy presence dear.
One day the roses hang in clusters thick upon the tree;

A never-failing crop of roses yield thy cheeks to me.
One day I gather violets by the bunch in gardens fair,
But violets by the sheaf are yielded by thy fragrant hair.
The wild narcissus for a single week the field adorns;
The bright narcissus of thine eye outlasts three hundred morns.
The wild narcissus must its freshness lose or vigil keep:
To thy narcissus-eyes no difference waking makes or sleep.
Fragrant and fair the garden jasmine is in days of Spring,

But round thy hyacinths the jasmine-scent their perfume stole,
These are the druggist’s stock-in-trade and those food for the soul.
Those from a ground of silver spring, and these from heaps of stone;
Those crown a cypress-from, while these adorn some upland lone.
There is a garden-cypress which remains for ever green,

Yet by thy cypress-stature it appears uncouth and mean."

Edward G. Browne




