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O love, how have I felt thy pain!
Ask me not how —
O absence, how I drank they bane!
Ask me not how —

In quest, throughout the world I err’d,
And whom, at last, have I preferr’d?
O ask not whom __

In hope her threshold’s dust to spy,
How streamed down my longing eye!
O ask not how —

Why bite my friends their lips, displeas’d?
Know they what ruby lip I seiz’d?
O ask not when—

But yester-night, this very ear
Such language from her mouth did hear —
O ask not what_

Like Hafiz, in love’s mazy round,
My feet, at length, their goal have found,
O ask not where.




