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1. By collecting things, man can give free rein to his inherent
avarice. 2. Whether the desire to collect is inborn or not, is not clear. 3.
At any rate, it makes its appearance very early in life. 4. Hardly a little
boy is to be found who does not collect something: marbles, stamps,
coins, cheese labels or birds’ eggs. 5. Children are concerned not so
much with the quality of the things they gather, as with the number. 6.
They will proudly tell you they have 4876 stamps and go on counting
and re-counting them, like a miser going through his hoard. 7. They
engage in a primitive kind or barter and drive hard bargains: two
match-boxes equal four stamps and so on. 8. Most of us grow out of
this tendency. 9. Those who do not, become obsessed with their
collections and throughout their lives go on adding to them
relentlessly; classifying them scientifically; and boring their friends with
long accounts of their progress. 10. Those few who have made a
successful job of collecting money, find new and exciting toys to buy:
expensive antiques, rare pictures, and autograph manuscripts replace
the tin soldires and cigarette-cards of their childhood.
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11. The desire to amass objects is not to be found in individuals
only. 12. It expresses itself on a national scale. 13. There can hardly be
a great city in the world which does not pride itself in its museums, art
galleries and libraries. 14. Here the business becomes very complicated
indeed, for it involves obtaining trains and ships for science museums;
dinosaurs and fossils for natural history museums; panthers and
tropical fish for zoos and aquariums. 15. Even quite small towns have
their museums in which to house the dusty relics, bones and
arrow-heads that have been excavated from surrounding fields.

16. People who claim that they never collect anything, often have
the biggest collections of all. 17. Tucked away in the dark recesses of
their houses, in the attics and cellars, there are masses of junk which
they would never dream of throwing away. 18. You never know when it
will come in handy, they say as they relegate the broken chair to the
attic. 19. And so the collection grows. 20. Tattered, moth-eaten
umbrellas, hats, coats, and photographs all find their way there, to join
the ancient gramaphones and chandeliers. 21. Everything that goes up
must come down, or so the saying goes. 22. But in this case it does not
apply. 23. Whatever goes up into the attic stays there. 24. That broken
chair seldom, if ever, comes in handy.

S g o Bl X S

DUl o by tle oo 3 el VY s o s 3L s a5 hadh Ll 5yl 4y Ll W
OF SatloulsS 5 o slags JE bas go 68 il Ol 31 (S50 s Ol gipr Cpdis MY 05 e
[SL SRV PRI [ KU NI VVE W [ ST S LRV | SUUCI IR [P FUPD
S b 70 )5 o go 51 Jemd 3 el ke (Slao a5y (228 5 el 0351 ol 3
K15 a0 S 58 Jlor 1o gt 2 0.l 3 ST 510 5 a5 2l 5 2 3L 61
Gty Bl (5l yen s (5 i 13 4505 5 5 plbe s 5 O izl ST o5 LT AL jo a8
sl 0 kal

Sl 1y ks a1 5y BN S gl sl 5 S e S S L34S a3 0 NP
R T Y S PRNVY RS W P PRU- BR JY-LPE | L ST Bt PRE I LT P YRS RN
o 25 BBl eSS S W8 TIN5 e b LT poandi S0 &S
CPPUCRNN PR L RSP N ISP VS PR PSR JUNER U RTINS g
L g pn 05l 3 BU1 0T 0 an L oS a8 dao™iS o )l 03 5k (5o 2o Y03 45 a5l 5 45 gaora
Jodo s le b bl s Y S pa YV g2 o Gl 0B 5la 2 ) 5 0 81 S
o 3 BUN s 5055 g0 Yo aSan o ¥ 03 5 aisy o ol JalE LYY L 8 e
3y gn gy ke Dby S St SLYE b o L Too 42 e



AN Ol 3 )l TGl o e aA

25. Collections, we are told, are useful and instructive. 26. They
very often are. 27. But just as frequently this claim is simply a cover for
man’s irrepressible greed: his innate desire to have, to hold, to count,
and rarely to look at.

L. G. Alexander, Sixty Steps to Précis, 1974, P. 114.)
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