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(1) The historian who tries to give a survey of the history and situation of Islam
in Indo-Pakistan is faced with constant contradictions. (2) On the one hand he
admires the cultural activities of devoted mystical leaders, of orders and
fraternities which formed the nuclei of spiritual life in the Middle Ages and won
over many Hindus to the Islamic faith. (3) On the other hand he deplores the
constant succession of wars, feuds, and display of the darkest sides of political
history; a history of kings who all too often ordered their followers "to relieve an
enemy’s (or relative’s) body from the wieght of his head", yet who adorned India
with some of the most grandiose sacred buildings in the world of Islam.

(4) The tension inherent in the many-sided and colourful Indian Islam seems to
be expressed best in the two sons of Shahjahan and Mumtaz Mahal, whose
mausoleum, the Taj Mahal, embodies everyone’s dream of an ideal India: Dara
Shikoh the mystic and Aurangzeb the practical, orthodox minded ruler reflect
those trends, which were to result finally in the partition of the Subcontinent in
1947. (5) Literature on the subject is equally equivocal.
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) The situation has been depicted by ideologists of the Pakistan movement (1.
Qureshi). by advocates of the Muslims of India who spoke against partition
. Mujeeb), by critical missionaries (M. Titus), and by Hindu historians. (7)
ost of the leading figures in the long history of Indian Islam have been praised
blamed in turn and have been appropriated by the representatives of different
1storical. religious or political currents.
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(8) To describe such a complicated web of facts in a restricted number of pages
seems next to impossible: and this author. like her predecessors, has also to
emphasize certain aspects more than others which deserve more detailed
treatment. (9) Emphasis has been laid on a number of religious personalities who
secem to personify the different trends of Indian Islam rather than on a
"sociological” analysis. (10) Completeness could not be achieved: if the major
trends of the various Islamic movements in the Subcontient and the "Islamic
teeling” are described approximately correctly, it will be sufficient.
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