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How does the trnstormation of the people’s champion into a despot
begin? .. ‘The people’s champion, finding himself in full control of
the mob, may not scruple to shed a brother’s blood; dragging him
before a tribunal with the usual unjust charges, he may foully
murder him, blotting out a man’s life and tasting kindred blood with
unhollowed tongue and lips; he may send men to death or exile with
hinted promises of debts to be cancelled and estates to be
redistributed. Is it not thenceforth his inevitable fate to be

(23 3 o w255 35 30 4 2t 0 0BT 5 g odS0H Slbsa 7 Ly ) 513 e )
1. The Republic of Plato, translated by Francis Mac Donald Cornford, O.U.P., 1962. First published in
England, 1941.
The Republic, translated by Desmond Lec, Penguin Book, 1974. First published in 1955.
The Republic of Plaro, translated by Allen Bloom. Basic Bouks, 1965.
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destroyed by his enemies or to seize absolute power and be
transformed from a human being into a wolf*?

£33 4o 5

How does the popular leader start to turn into a tyrant? ... ‘The
mob will do anything he tells them, and the temptation to shed a
brother’s blood is too strong. He brings the usual unjust charges
against him. takes him to court and murders him. thus destroying a
human life, and getting an unholy taste of the blood of his fellows.
Exiles, executions, hints of cancellation of debts and redistribution
of land follow, till their instigator is inevitably and fatally bound
either to be destroyed by his enemies, or to change from a man to
wolf and make himself tyrant.’
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What is the beginning of the transformation from a leader to
tyrant? ... Is it not also the same for the leader of a people who,
taking over a particularly obedient mob, does not hold back from
shedding the blood of his tribe but unjustly brings charges against a
man..which is exactly what they uaually do_ and bringing him
before the court, murders him, and doing away with a man’s life,
tastes his kindred blood with unholy tongue and mouth, and
banishes, and Kkills, and hints at cancellations of debts and
redistributions of land; isn't it also necessarily fated, I say, that after
this such a man either be slain by his enemies or be tyrant and turn
from a human being into a wolf?’
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