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She doesnt hear you. for she’s kneeling in front of that wall of
religious objects. with her head resting on her clenched fists. You
see her from a distance: she is kneeling there in her coarse woolen
night gown, with her head sunk into her narrow shoulder; she i
thin, even emaciated, like a medieval sculpture; her legs are like two
sticks, and they're inflamed with erysipelas. While you're thinking of
the continual rubbing of that rough wool against her skin. she
suddenly raises her fist and strikes feebly at the air, as if she were
doing battle against the images you can make out as you tiptoe
closer: Christ, the Virgin, St. Sebastian, St. Lucia, the Archangle
Michael and the grinning demons in an oid print, the only happy
figures in that iconography of sorrow and wrath, happy because
they're jabbing their piichforks into the flesh of the damned,
pouring cauldrons of boiling water on them, violating the women,
getting drunk, enjoying all the liberties forbidden to the saints. You
approach that central image, which is surrounded by the tears of
Our Lady of Sorrows, the blood of Our Cruuitied Lord, the delight
of Lucifer, the anger of the Archangel, the viscera preserved in
bottles of alcohoi, the silver heart: Senora Consuelo, kneeling,
threatens them with her fists, stammering the words you can hear as
you move even closer: "Come, City of God! Gabriel, sound your
trumpet! Ah, how long the world takes to die!"
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