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"What are they?" I asked.
"Science has not yet determined," he replied, undoubtedly having
learned the phrase by rote. "They were found," he continued in the
same phony tone, "in 1895 by Louis Pradier, Municipal councillor

and knight of the Legion of Honour,"” and his trembling figure
indicated the photograph.
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e I stood for a while on the steps but, despite the overhaging roof,
they were gradually growing speckled.
A a0 b hels o bl b Sl o bl bl o)

e Following me with felted steps, always keeping a respectful distance;
now, however, he came up.
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e [ had always had doubts about my friend’s capacity to remain this
side of fantasy. s i el G Il sl sl s 2 s Te ) ea
e I could always tell him I had fallen ill. RSV DU SO G 1
e The fair weather of a southern October was holding on by a mere
thread. Saie s 0Kk S Sl s
e I had the feeling that one could make out in his features the
horizon of a resemblance, as it were, to my friend.
Wk et e e gall S e 201 L oS 8 s

e I felt a vinegarish breath near my shoulder.
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e What can I do for you? Canils b b

e even naming the substantial sum with which my triend was willing to

part. w35 S0 mo g e a8l ey o
e as well as I know the Lord’s Prayer. ki e i sles L
o Did you appreciate the sar copayus? Gy bl 5 Kl dis
e Let’s not be petty about this. s 5 S 03 2 S

e Once again the cathedral began playing hide-and-seek with me, but
I outwitted it.
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-and a minute later was ringing at the garden gate of M. Godrad.
He turned out to be a thin, middle-aged gentleman in high collar
and dickey .. and a face very much resembling a Russian
wolthound: as if that were not enough, he was licking his chops in a
most doglike manner, while sticking a stamp on an envelope...
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It went more or less as follows: after the grandfather died in thier
St. Petersburg house back at the time of the Russo-Japanese War,
the contents of his apartment in Paris were sold at auction. The
portrait, after some obscure peregrinations, was acquired by the
museum of Leroy’s native town.
3K Qs 38 0kl 33 S S Sl o NP N e s oS i
2302 3080 S e Sl e S ] i S ) e DL LT L
[.L_»IJA_)J] ,,ub; i_,_)d AK.}U j.@,.: 0 )4 C_A:QLA “ (}L'.AL:



Wb gy e oL

:@SQJSQL»JLE;JU'\JQ;&;)\}A@
e a banal pensioner with an empty sleeve
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e Venerable minerals lay in their open graves of dusty papier-maché
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e a trio of rusted tools bouned by a funeral ribbon
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e with one hand behind his back and the ghost of the other in his

pocket > ﬁ:\;‘.«b?;%&f:
e blueness had spread across the sky ek o Olemd o

e barely escaping the onrushing tyres of a tourist red bus packed with
singing youths
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e What were those lights exaggeratedly but indistinctly beaming here
and there in the brown darkness.
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e having nothing better to do, I decided to go inside.
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He had already vanished. | turned and saw, scarcely an inch from me, the lofty
wheels of a sweaty locomotive. For a long time I tried to find the way back
among models of railroad stations. How strangely glowed the violent signals in
the gloom beyond the fan of wet tracks, and what spasms shook my poor heart!
Suddenly everything changed again: in front of me stretched an infinitely long
passage, containing numereus office cabinets and elusive, scurrying people.
Taking a sharp turn, I found myself amid a thousand musical instruments: the
walls, all mirror, reflected an endless line of grand pianos, while in the center
there was a pool with a bronze Orpheus atop a green rock. The water theme did
not end here as, racing back, | ended up in the Section of Fountains and Brooks,
and it was difficult to walk along the winding, slimy edges of those waters.
Now and then, on one side or the other, stone stairs, with puddles on the
steps, which gave me a strange sensation of fear, would descend into misty
abysses, whence issued whistles, the rattle of dishes, the clatter of typewriters,
the ring of hammers and many other sounds, as if, down there, were exposition
halls of some kind or other, already closing or not yet completed. Then [ found
myself in darkness and kept bumping into unknown furniture until I finally saw
a red light and walked out on to a platform that changed under me — and
suddenly, beyond it, there was a bright parlor, tastefully furnished in Empire

style, but not a living soul, not a living soul ... By now I was indescribably
terrified, but every time I turned and tried to retrace my steps along the
passages, 1 found myself in hitherto unseen places — a greenhouse with

hydrangeas and broken windowpanes with the darkness of artificial light
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showing trough beyond; or a deserted laboratory with dusty alembics on its
tables. Finally 1 ran into a room of some sort with coat-racks monstrously
loaded down with black coats and astrakhan furs; from beyond a door came a
burst of applause, but when I flung the door open, there was no theater, but
only a soft opacity and splendidly counter-feited fog with the perfectly
convincing blotches of indistinct street-lights. More than convincing! I
advanced, and immediately a joyous and unmistakable sensation of reality at
last replaced all the unreal trash amid which I had just been dashing to and fro.
The stone beneath my feet was real sidewalk, powdered with wonderfully
fragrant, newly fallen snow, in which the infrequent pedestrians had already
left fresh black tracks. At first the quiet and the snowy coolness of the night,
somehow strikingly familiar, gave me a pleasant feeling after my feverish
wanderings. Trustfully, I started to conjecture just where I had come out, and
why the snow, and what were those lights exaggeratedly but indistinctly
beaming here and there in the brown darkness. I examined and, stooping, even
touched a round spur stone on the curb, then glanced at the palm of my hand,
full of wet granular cold, as if hoping to read an explanation there. I felt how
lightly, how naively I was clothed, but the distinct realization that I had escaped
from the museum’s maze was still so strong that, for the first two or three
minutes, I experienced neither surprise nor fear. Continuing my leisurely
examination, I looked up at the house beside which I was standing and was
immediately struck by the sight of iron steps and railings that descended into
the snow on their way to the cellar.
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