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Spring merged slowly into the long, hot, sun-sharp days of summer sung in by
cicadas, shrill and excited, making the island vibrate with their cries. In the fields
the maize was starting to fill out, the silken tassels turning from brown to
butter-blond; when you tore off the wrapping of leaves and bit into the rows of
pearly seeds the juice would spurt into your mouth like milk. On the vines the
grapes hung in tiny clusters, freckled and warm. The olives seemed weighed
down under the weight of their fruit, smooth drops of green jade among which
the choirs of cicadas zithered. In the orange-groves, among the dark and shiny
leaves, the fruit was starting to glow redly, like a blush spreading up the green,
pitted skins.
Gerald Durrell. My Family and Other Animals. Penguin Books, 1976, p.141.
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Then one day I found a fat female scorpion in the wall, wearing what at first
glance appeared to be a pale fawn fur coat. Closer inspection proved that this
strange garment was made up of a mass of tiny babies clinging to the mother’s
back. I was enraptured by this family, and I made up my mind to smuggle them
into the house and up to my bedroom so that I might keep keep them and watch
them grow up. With infinite care I manoeuvred the mother and family into a
matchbox, and then hurried into the villa. It was rather unfortunate that just as I
entered the door, lunch should be served; however, 1 placed the matchbox
carefully on the mantlepiece in the drawing room, so that the scorpions should
get plenty of air, and made my way to the dining room and joined the family for
the meal. Dawdling over my food, feeding Roger surreptitiously under the table
and listening to the family arguing, I completely forgot about my exciting new
captures. At last Larry, having finished, fetched the cigarettes from the drawing
room, and lying back in his chair he put one in his mouth and picked up the
matchbox he had brought. Oblivious of my impending doom I watched him
interestedly as, still talking glibly, he opened the matchbox.

Ibid, pp. 129-30
Lo g U o Il 50 S 5o Lpau it Bl e o0l 0l s 03 sy G S0l S

d!b.xi.s)!..ula.xr..{);b;.:.i«J.J;Mik)obu);jldla;):%;U,U@uiplu;&;}'wd.)l{
UL:'A_.:JJAL:&‘,:‘)LUry@\;—g}bUéLﬁ-GbL&;Ta.‘\ﬁ:Afd}wﬂbrl!ﬁr_*&;}(—\.zjweﬂyb
93 Sy ey ey 1 mhy Wt s b (2 S (B s b s e BT 2
JU‘,&_;J\&J.:{’ L;}JJ)Q‘JQJ;&)EA{)x;__{l.L)J_g&}__ﬁﬂQJLAUTJ..::)J‘JC:\”?SJ"JL;lM
R NS PP U IPSFES It o PRI CEINN g PPN PP ORI
Sl 9}(31>&J>))§gﬂxjpdl:j» IJ)_?lJJU.';).r;J}s&ubul JJ.UJA.(;_.«):J'
Pty el S s plol e 35l 31 A U 5 Ot 3y slaacilis i3S or 25 S5

- wt E e RN T PRS- PIIN T4 H

&H}Q‘dqﬂd)&:di&w&})&m)‘@})J}l WOL‘J‘UJ‘J&T"UL}"AK.)){
dJI‘rJ;Je&}l4.143}\.;bs)er&ilJAA_(\_;‘uq-uﬂ;:;'-&Safwbqbﬁt})}Talﬂn\{b&;
(VYO o dles) B S NCUR g S P NPT SRR TR UL PRI



