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A publisher once remarked to me that every writer had somewhere in
him a certain numeral engraved, the exact number of pages which is the
limit of any one book he would ever write. My number, I remember, was
385. Chekhov could never write a good long novel — he was a sprinter,
not a stayer. He could not, it seems, hold long enough in focus the pattern
of life that his genius perceived here and there: he could retain it in its
patchy vividness just long enough to make a short story out of it, but it
refused to keep bright and detailed as it should keep if it had to be turned

U:.-.vtC..~|o..\.$-s.g,-u.w\:'-)A.FL;h..\....a_)SJAO)):Jé@l:-JquAo‘Sﬂbuab)

d)»- :yrAé‘JAOJMMr)b w').lbb’-unaw)bt{dw;“’-dd)o)‘.u
L,AUv Wl 455 5y e Ao (595 Ola g5 Myuy&bdb4&w|y;,ﬁ
CHJU@Y,L@JA),&,OJ[;)'@‘,la.alw&_,.ab({buf-de|g;bw'_,:uu
dL..ubJJ.f.hb-d‘.’-bLubw|&&c}J)Ol>w|yun Jjba&wu-u
U:LAJJ.L{LA’-‘,J:_,U.»}J)Mdiw'yu...;bdl:-uﬂbh.b\_nd))aw}):ﬂubb_,f



e
[
-
=
1]
g
=
=
-
=
-
-
=
=]

\A4 W),a_l.;cr:ib,w’ m.,l..:.".q,:.

into a long and sustained novel. His qualities as a playwright are merely
his qualities as a writer of long short stories: the defects of his plays are
the same that would have been obvious had he attempted to write full-
bodied novels. Chekhov has been compared to the second-rate French
writer Maupassant (called for some reason de Maupassant); and though
this comparison is detrimental to Chekhov in the artistic sense, there is
one feature common to both writers: they could not afford to be long-
winded. When Maupassant forced his pen to run a distance that far
outreached his natural inclination and wrote such novels as Bel Ami
(Sweet Friend) or Une Vie (A Woman's Life), they proved to be at the
best a series of rudimentary short stories more or less artificially blended,
producing a kind of uneven impression with none of that inner current
driving the theme along that is so natural to the style of such bomn
novelists as Flaubert or Tolstoy. Except for one faux-pas in his youth,
Chekhov never attempted to write a far book. His longest pieces, such as
“The Duel” or “Three Years,” are still short stories.

Chekhov’s books are sad books for humorous people; that is, only a
reader with a sense of humor can really appreciate their sadness. There
exist writers that sound like something between a titter and a yawn —

53 el Ul OLen Tads L giaalecty s ol 13 2l 209755 351 oSy 9 Y sb
SN cl lan Oles 3 slaanlitylas caplas il il o5 5 slgolos Sy 55 plin
a3 iy 35 Ol po by O3 g5 .»Tu,r.:ﬁ‘wm.w,q I slgle, ol g5 o
L‘ﬁ.l‘_;);ABL’JJHQTLué(:_,&do%ﬂUObkb})&Y)Qt{)ﬁle:){qUﬁ‘s)mébirja
&)ﬁl)aq)ﬁ:.\;&l:JU’JIQ,&:M;,:&IU‘”JL{@Qbd,ﬁq%\.ﬁp
}|JB&Ub;'ﬂ;&:g)L_...g({x{&inbUc&bbbJJOL-L%yA{CJ,JA..U:‘,.}
i 3 by (05 K JSui;) Une Vie b (250 Comnys) Bel Ami Oy o\6bs g 09
3ot oS5 oy ganaal JSC 4 STateT s LTS gl o5 55 Oy (slas yaomne
i 4 by O genizn 5 393 Ol o OT Ae-)@bQOT):JoJ;Ql:ﬂ|Jl)~.AU)§tT P
£ 555G gl Oy (5315 13 Ol 50Uy Kom 13 Gl s (g oS 5312004
A5y y Bl S 2 5 S K e Hlyr Dgd 03 BH K s g el (15
iz o5 yS Ol U "Il ™ b 5937 Jord Sl ool SUT 0 5y
3 5b Jal oS gloasil gt s e 5l Lak @‘-C-.'L:{c” g3t 3 gl D i slels
L5t e 6 e Oltylbeo J‘.,,,uustﬁu..l,s.;,:wwu{u@,;.i.;u,.\.ztg‘_,,-,.:
Oln (5 oy S izt o 5y 5.0l 5148 o Oy 3552 Setn gl 1 et sl Slnst



e
[
-
=
1]
g
=
=
-
=
-
-
=
=]

sl &y SyedS YA

many of these are professional humorists, for instance. There are others
that are something between a chuckle and a sob — Dickens was one of
these. There is also that dreadful kind of humor that is consciously
introduced by an author in order to give a purely technical relief after a
good tragic scene — but this is a trick remote from true literature.
Chekhov’s humor belonged to none of these types; it was purely
Chekhovian. Things for him were funny and sad at the same time, but
you would not see their sadness if you did not see their fun, because both
were linked up.
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