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-Songs of.....[birds] and sweet-voiced kalavinkas, who have the faces of beautiful
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- In the chapter on the Inspection Gate we are told that, since uninitiated sightseers
cannot hope to penetrate deep into the Pure Land, they must concentrate, first, on
awakening their powers of "external imagination" and, thereafter, on steadily

expanding these powers. Imaginative power can provide a short cut for escaping
from the trammels of our mundane life and for seeing the Buddha.
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- By means of microscopic observation and astronomical projection the lotus flower

can become the foundation for an entire theory of the universe and an agent

whereby we may perceive Turth.
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- The Imperial Concubine pretended to disbelieve the rumor. The virtue of this
particular priest, however, was noted throughout the Capital, and the incident was
bound to feed the lady’s vanity.
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- The various forms of religious meditation were all in vain. He tried the
Contemplation of the Chrysanthemum, the Contemplation of the Total Aspect , and
the Contemplation of the Parts.
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- If one feels like having something to eat, there automatically appears before one’s
eyes a seven-jeweled table on whose shining surface rest seven-jeweled bowis heaped
high with the choicest delicacies. But there is no need to pick up these viands and
put them in one’s mouth. All that is necessary is to look at their inviting colors and
to enjoy their aroma; thereby the stomach is filled and the body nourished, while one
remains oneself spiritually and physically pure. When one has thus finished one’s
meal without any eating, the bowls and the table are instantly wafted off.
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From the moment that a man no longer responds in the slightest to the motives that
regulate the material world, that world appears to be at complete repose; it had
become a mere picture drawn on a piece of paper, a map of some foreign land.
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In the twinkling of an eye the present world had wreaked its revenge with terrible
force on the priest.
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