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A man whose job it was to keep the peace

Beat up a drunk, who fought for his release

And cried: "It’s you who’s tippled too much wine;
Your rowdiness is ten times worse than mine.
Who’s causing this disturbance, you or me?

But yours is drunkenness that men cannot see;
Leave me alone! Let justice do its worst

Enforce the law and beat yourself up first".
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That night, underneath the mosquito net, Layli’s eyes came after me.
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Only Amir Arsalan had brought his longing to a successful conclusion.
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" Well, m’dears. why should I lie? To the grave it’s ah...ah..... One day I m’self with
my own eyes, saw a dragon, on the way from Ghiasabad to Qom; Id just turned a
corner when suddenly I saw a dragon jump out and stand there right in front of me.
He was an animal— God save you from such a sight— somewhere between a
leopard and a buffalo and an ox and an octopus and an owl. From the slit of his
mouth about three yards of flame came leapin’ out. I threw caution to the winds and
with my spade I smacked him across his slit of a mouth and stopped his breath. He
gave such a snort everyone in the town woke up....But what was the good of it,
m’dears? Not a soul said to me, "Mash gasem, thanks for your trouble.”
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Publications

Books

1) In the Distance, Anvil Press, London, 1975. (Poetry)

2) Seeing the World, Anvil Press, London, 1980. (Poetry) Reprinted 1984. Recipient of the
1981 Heinemann Award for a "work of outstanding literary merit".

3) Selected Writings of Thomas Traherne, Edited, with an introduction by Dick Davis,
Carcanet Press, Manchester, 1980. Reprinted 1988,

4) Wisdom and Wilderness: The Achievement of Yvor Winters, University of Georgic
Press, Athens Ga.’ 1983. (Criticism).

5) The Conference of the Birds, Penguin Books, London 1984. A verse translation (heroic
couplets) from the Persian of Attar; with Afkham Darbandi. Reprinted 10 times by
1996.

6) The Little Virtues, Carcanet Press, Manchester 1985. A translantion of Le Piccole
Virtu, from the Italian of Natalia Ginzburg. Reprinted by Seaver Books, N.Y. 1986.

7) The City and the House, Carcanet Press, Manchester 1986. A translantion of La Citta
e la Casa, from the Italian of Natalia Ginzburg. Reprinted by Seaver Books, N.Y,, 1987.

8) The Covenant, Anvil Press, London, 1984. (Poetry)

9) The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, translated by Edward Fitz Gerald, Penguin Books,
London, 1989. (Introduction, notes, appendices and glossary by Dick Davis). reprinted 5
times by 1996.

10) Devices and Desires: New and Selected Poems, Anvil Press, London, 1989. Chosen by
The times and The Daily Telegraph as a "Book of the Year" (1989).

11) A Kind of Love: New and Selected Poems, University of Arkansas Press, 1991. Received
Ingram Merrill Award for "Excellence in Poetry".

12) The Legend of Seyavash, a translation of a section of The Shahnameh by Ferdowsi,
Penguim Classics, 1992. Reprinted 1995.

13) Epic and Sedition: the Case of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, Univ. of Arkansas Press, 1993.
Recipient of Persian Heritage Award 1993.
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14)My Uncle Napoleon, a translation of Dai Jan Napoleon, by Iraj Pezeshkzad; a comic
novel, perhaps the most brilliant and popular post-World War II Iranian novel. July
1996, Mage Books, Washington. Reprinted November 1996.

15) Touchwood: Poems 1991-1995. Fall, 1996, Anvil Press, London.

16) Medieval Persian Epigrams. c. 150 medieval Persian poems, translated with an
introduction and notes, Fall 1996, Anvil Press, London; (and Mage, Washington,
summer 1997). Poetry Society of Great Britain Recommended Translation for 1996.

Poems published in various magazines/journals including: Time Literary supplement, The
Listener, The Spectator, Critical Quarterly, Poetry Review, Poetry Nation Review, Paris
Review, Southern Review, Sequoia, Spectrum, Drastic Measures, Numbers, Helix, Other
Poetry, Rialto, Agenda, Poetry Durham, TriQuarterly, Cambridge Review, Sewanee
Review, Threepenny Review, Yale Review, The Epigrammatist, la fontana. Five chapbooks
of poems with various publishers, including the Cummington Press and Sea Cliff Press.

Reviews published regularly (for the past 14 years) in Times Literary Supplement; poetry
critic for The Listener 1980-1986; Contributing editor PN Review 1983-1989.

Other recent and/or forthcoming magazine/ journal publications (articles and reviews)
include JAOS (Journal of American Oriental Studies), I'MES (International Journal of
Middle Eastern Studies), Edebiyat, New Comparison, Iranian Studies, Encylopaedia
Iranica, Encyclopaedia of Islam.



