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“One day soon after .... an attack of abominable nausea”
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“... I stood wiping my foul mouth”
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Apreés une quinte de toux qui me retourna le corps comme un gant...*
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1- ‘nice and’ followed by an adjective is fairly common in colloquial speech and
emphasises the following adjective. For example ‘nice and cool’, ‘nice and hot’, ‘nice and
sunny’
2- If you say that something is, for example, nice and small, you mean that it is nice
because it is small < you can keep yourself nice and warm... It's nice and peaceful here>
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Murad, in a black velvet frock, black trousers, black leather gloves and a lamb-skin hat,
walked, leading the horses by the reins. Far ahead, people walked at a pace of the catafalque,
Mother wept. Grand Mother’s emotions were far ahead. On the emerald-colour cashmere there
three huge bowls filled with ice. There were rose-juice jugs inside the bowls. There were four
vases at the four corners of the cashmere and two among the bowls. At the top, there was the
case of the Koran, bound in 30 slim volumes, where there were Koran-stands, too. People
bending juzes on stands or on their laps, recited in silence. They nodded their heads. The
professional Koran-reciters recited the Koran under cristal forty-branched chandeliers and
behind copper insense-berners. The tafts* were there, with their pendents and feathers, where
there was obody. The wind did not blow. What colour were the feathers? Green, red or
black?... They were black.

Shazada only heard the hubbub of voices. The chandeliers didnot sway. The candles on all
the branches were lit. Father was not holding Shazda’s wrist. Shazda looked down at his own
sardari buttons.

Mother, I want to get off.
You’re no longer a youngster, darling.

Shazda wept. He was walking by Muradkhan behind Father's hearse far ahead. Father’s
hearse swayed along.

“All have to die, Shazda,” Murad condoled, looking down at his boots.

“Your father was a good man, Shazda.”

I know.
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