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Karl Popper, The Open Society and Its Enemies, Vol. 1, pp. 122-123.

In order to raise the question of institutional control of the rulers, we need not
assume more than that governments are not always good or wise. But since | have said
something about historical facts, | think | should confess that | feel inclined to go a little
beyond this assumption. | am inclined to think that rulers have rarely been above the
average, either morally or intellectually, and often below it. And | think that it is
reasonable to adopt, in politics, the principle of preparing for the worst, as well as we
can, though we should, of course, at the same time try to obtain the best. It appears to
me madness to base all our political efforts upon the faint hope that we shall be
successful in obtaining excellent, or even competent, rulers. Strongly as | feel in these
matters, | must insist, however, that my criticism of the theory of sovereignty does not
depend on these more personal opinions.
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Karl Popper, The Open Society and Its Enemies, Vol. 1, pp. 189.

The greatest contribution to this faith was to be made by Socrates, who died for it.
Socrates was not a leader of Athenian democracy, like Pericles, or a theorist of the open
society, like Protagoras. He was, rather, a critic of Athens and of her democratic
institutions, and in this he may have borne a superficial resemblance to some of the
leaders of the reaction against the open society. But there is no need for a man who
criticizes democracy and democratic institutions to be their enemy, although both the
democrats he criticizes, and the totalitarians who hope to profit from any disunion in the
democratic camp, are likely to brand him as such. There is a fundamental difference
between a democratic and a totalitarian criticism of democracy. Socrates’ criticism was
a democratic one, and indeed of the kind that is the very life of democracy. (Democrats
who do not see the difference between a friendly and a hostile criticism of democracy
are themselves imbued with the totalitarian spirit. Totalitarianism, of course, cannot
consider any criticism as friendly, since every criticism of such an authority must
challenge the principle of authority itself.)
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Karl Popper., The Open Society and Its Enemies, Vol 11, pp. 9-10. 57

Aristotle followed Plato in distinguishing between knowledge and opinion©’.
Knowledge, or science, according to Aristotle, may be of two kinds—either
demonstrative or intuitive. Demonstrative knowledge is also a knowledge of ‘causes’. It
consists of statements that can be demonstrated—the conclusions—together with their
syllogistic demonstrations (which exhibit the ‘causes’ in their ‘middle terms’). Intuitive
knowledge consists in grasping the ‘indivisible form’ or esence or essential nature of
thing (if it is ‘immediate’, i.e. if its ‘causes’ is identical with its essential nature); it is the
originative source of all science since it grasps the original basic premises of all
demonstrations.
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S Korner, Kant, pp. 120-121.

Although the concept of the existence of a bearer of all possible perfections must be
rejected as a possible object of experience (it would be incompatible with the findings of
the Transcendental Analytic, which was the exposition of the concept ‘object of
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experience’) Kant still proceeds to consider the main theoretical proofs for the existence
of God which have been put forward. These are the so-called ontological, cosmological
and physico-theological arguments. '

The ontological argument consists in an alleged deduction from conceivability to
existence; from the statement that a most perfect being can be conceived to the
statement that he exists. The argument is intended as a reductio ad absurdum. I, it
says, there were a most perfect being who did not exist, there would be a still more
perfect.being. There would be one who in addition to all the perfections of the former
would have the added perfection - the predicate of existence. A most perfect being who
does not exist is a contradiction in terms. '

Kant's objection to this argument consists in pointing out that ‘existence’ is not a
predicate. ‘Whatever, and however much, our concept of an object contains [i.e.
logically implies], we must go beyond it in order to ascrible existence to i), that is to say,
in order to judge correctly that it is not empty. ‘The conception of a supreme being is in
many respects a very useful Idea; because, however, it is a mere ldea, it is quite
incapable by itself alone of extending our knowledge of that which exists.” Kant’s
objection can also be put in a slightly different way. The premiss of the ontological
argument states the fact that we are capable of defining the notion of a supreme being.
The definition, like every definition, is formulated by an analytic statement. No analytic
statement logically implies a synthetic statement. Yet the conclusion of the argument is
synthetic.
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