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The first man to produce a practical steam engine was Thomas Savery, an
English engineer (1650-1715), who obtained a potent in 1698 (for a machine
designed to drain water from mines). The machine contained no moving

parts except handoperated steam valves and automatic check valves, and in
principle it worked as follows: Steam was generated in a spherical boiler and

then admitted to a separate vessel where it expelled much of the air. The

stéam valve was then closed and cold water allowed to flow over the vessel,
causing the steam to condense and thus creating a partial vacuum.
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