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Seen in the clear light from the lamp. her husband’s face, covered with a heavy
growth of bristle, was almost unrecognizably wasted and thin. The cheeks were hollow,
their luster and resilience gone. In his normal good spirits he would have changed into
old clothes as soon as he was home and have pressed her to get supper at once, but now
he sat before the table still in his uniform, his head drooping dejectedly. Reiko refrained
from asking whether she should prepare the supper.

After an interval the lieutenant spoke.
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‘I knew nothing. They hadn’t asked me to join. Perhaps out of consideration,
because | was newly married. Kano, and Homma too, and Yamaguchi.”

Reiko recalled momentarily the faces of high-spirited young officers, friends of her
husband, who had come to the house occasionally as guests.

“There may be an Imperial ordinance sent down tomorrow. They’ll be posted as
rebels, I imagine. I shall be in command of a unit with orders to attack them. . . . I
can't do it. It’s impossible to do a thing like that.”

He spoke again.

“They’ve taken me off guard duty, and I have permission to return home for one
night. Tomorrow morning, without question, I must leave to join the attack. [ can’t do
it, Reiko." '

Reiko sat erect with lowered eyes. She understood clearly that her husband had
spoken of his death. The lieutenant was resolved. Each word, being rooted in death,
emerged sharply and with powerful significance against this dark, unmovable back-
ground. Although the lieutenant was speaking of his dilemma, already there was no
room in his mind for vacillation.

However, there was a clarity, like the clarity of a stream fed from melting snows,
in the silence which rested between them. Sitting in his own home after the long two-day
ordeal, and looking across at the face of his beautiful wife, the lieutenant was for the first
time experiencing true peace of mind. For he had at once known, though she said
nothing, that his wife divined the resolve which lay beneath his words.

“Well, then. . .”" The lieutenant’s eyes opened wide. Despite his exhaustion they
were strong and clear, and now for the first time they looked straight into the eyes of his
wife. “‘Tonight I shall cut my stomach.”

Reiko did not flinch.

Her round eyes showed tension, as taut as the clang of a bell.
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“‘T'am ready.”” she said. "'l ask permission to accompany you.”

The heutenant felt almost mesmerized by the strength in those eyes. His words
flowed swiftly and easily, like the utterances of a man in delirium. and it was beyond
his understanding how permission in a matter of such weight could be expressed so
casually.

“Good. We'll go together. But I want vou as a witness, first, for my own suicide.
Agreed?”’

When this was said a sudden release of abundant happiness welled up in both their
hearts. Reiko was deeply affected by the greatness of her husband’s trust in her. It was
vital for the lieutenant. whatever else might happen, that there should be no irregularity
in his death. For that reason there had to be a witness. The fact that he had chosen his
wife for this was the first mark of his trust. The second, and even greater mark, was that
though he had pledged that they should die together he did not intend to kill his wife
first—he had deferred her death to a time when he would no longer be there to verify it,
If the lieutenant had been a suspicious husband, he would doubtless, as in the usual
suicide pact, have chosen to kill his wife first.

When Reiko said, "*1 ask permission to accompany you,  the lieutenant felt these
words to be the final fruit of the education which he had himself given his wife, starting
on the first night of their marrage. and which had schooled her, when the moment
came. to sayv what had to be said without a shadow of hesitation. This flattered the
lieutenant’s opinion of himself as a self-reliant man. He was not so romantic or con-
ceited as to imagine that the words were spoken spontaneously, out of love for her
husband.
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