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The phoenix was as handsome as ever, and as amiable; but as Mr. Poldero
said, it hadn’t got udge.
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Udge 1s what we call a nonce word. Nonce is an adjective meaning "occurring, used, or
made omly once or for a special occasion.” Sylvia Townsend Warner made up the word
udge for her story. Mr. Poldero is saying that the phoenix lacks some desirable quality, but
he is not sure exactly what that quality is. Apparently, he would know it if he saw it.

1. It is not possible to say whether nonce words are formed regularly or irregularly,
because they are made up to serve a specific immediate function and then are not used
again.
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2. People make up nonce words when they can not think of an existing word to express
whatever they want to express. In the Sylvia Townsend Warner story, the character Mr.
Poldero uses the nonce word udge because he can not think of any word that adequately
expresses what he wants 1o say about the phoenix. In using a nonce word, however, Warner
runs the risk of bewildering the reader because there is no way to find out precisely what
udge means.
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By the 1860s, slavery was so firmly entrenched in Southern life that to
separate it from economic or agrarian issues is to underestimate its
importance. Without slave tabou, plantations were impossible, and without
plantations, the Southern economy was impossible. However, what many
people fail to realize is that New England’s economy was also dependent on
siavery, even though there were no slaver in New Pngland and even though
most abolitionists were New Englanders. Sugar cane, grown in the South, was
made into molasses in the North and was then shipped-in Northern ships- to
the west Indies where it was made into rum. The West Indies was also the
place where illegally transported slaves were deposited until Southern
Jandowners bought them. Thus the North had something to lose economically
by the abolition of slavery, and hence the anti-abolitionism in the North.
Nonetheless, it was the large iandowner in the South who would be
affected most immediately by abolition since he would lose his labour force.
In this way, while to most Northerners slavery was a moral issue pure and
simple, to the Southerner slavery was the basis of his economic wellbeing and
his whole life style, the life style of the cultured, refined agrarian world as
opposed to the vulgar, moneyhungry urban life the southerner despised.
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They Gave Us the Land

A Fter walking for so long without secing the shadow of a tree or the
seed of a tree, or the rot of anything, we hear dogs barking. Half-way along
this featureless road, we thought at times that we would find nothing beyond,
nothing at the end of this flat plain split by cracks and dry rivulets. But there
is something after all. There is a village. We hear dogs barking and sniff the
smell of smoke in the air and savour this scent of people as if it offered hope.
But the village is still far ahead. It is the wind that brings it nearer.

We have been walking since dawn. Now it is about four in the afternoon.
Someone peers up at the sky and opens his eyes wide towards where the sun
hangs motionless and he says: It’s around four o’clock.

This someone is Meliton. With him are Faustino, Esteban, and myself.
There are four of us. I count: two in front, two more behind. 1 look behind
and see nobody. Then I say to myself: There are four of us. Some time ago,
around eleven, there were twenty odd; but they dropped away a few at a time
until only our little group remains.

Faustino says: Maybe it’ll rain.

We all raise our heads and look at a heavy, black cloud passing over us.
And we think: Maybe it will. We don’t say what we are thinking. Some time
ago, we lost the urge to talk. We lost it with the heat. You'd willingly talk
anywhere else, but here it’s hard work. Here, when you talk, the words warm
up with the heat from outside and they dry on your tongue and end up as a
gasp. Here things are like that. that’s why no one feels like talking.

A big, fat drop of water falls, making a hole in the ground, leaving a paste
like that of spittle. It’s the only one that falls. We hope that more will follow
and our eyes search for them. But there are no more. It is not raining. Now
if we look at the sky, we see the rain cloud racing off far away at full speed.
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The wind from the village meets it and pushes it against the blue shadows of
the hills. And the drop which fell by mistake is eaten up by the land and
disappears in its thirst.

Who the hell made such a great plain? And what’s it all for?
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