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Chicago

CARL SANDBURG

Hog Butcher for the World,

Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat,

Player with Railroads and the Nation’s Freight Handler;
Stormy, husky, brawling,

City of the Big Shoulders:
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They tell me you are wicked and I believe them, for I have seen your painted women
under the gas lamps luring the farm boys.
And they tell me you are crooked and I answer: Yes, it is true I have seen the gunman
kill and go free to kill again.
And they tell me you are brutal and my reply is: On the faces of women and children
I have seen the marks of wanton hunger.
And having answered so I turn once more to those who sneer at this my city, and
I give them back the sneer and say to them:
Come and show me another city with lifted head singing so proud to be alive and
coarse and strong and cunning. .
Flinging magnetic curses amid the toil of piling job on job, here is a tall bold slugger
set vivid against the little soft cities;
Fierce as a dog with tongue lapping for action, cunning as a savage pitted against the
wilderness,
Bareheaded,
Shoveling,
Wrecking,
Plannin
Building, breaking, rebuilding,
Under the smoke, dust all over his mouth, laughing with white teeth,
Under the terrible burden of destiny laughing as a young man laughs,
Laughing even as an ignorant fighter laughs who has never lost a battle,
Bragging and laughing that under his wrist is the pulse, and under his ribs the heart
of the people,
Laughing!
Laughing the stormy, husky, brawling laughter of Youth, half-naked, sweating, proud
to be Hog Butcher, Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat, Player with Railroads
and Freight Handler to the Nation.
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THE HUMAN soul needs actual beauty even more than bread. The middle classes
jeer at colliers, for buying pianos—but what is the piano, often as not, but a blind
reaching after beauty? To the woman it is a possession and a piece of furniture and
something to feel superior about. But see the elderly colliers trying to learn to play,
see them listening with queer alert faces to their daughter’s execution of the piano
piece she has learnt for her music examination, and you will sce a blind unsatisfied
craving after beauty.

If the mining company, instead of building those sordid and hideous squares,
then, when they had that lovely site to play with, there on the hill top; if they had put
a tall column in the middle of the small market- place, and run three parts of a circle
of arcade round the pleasant space, where people could stroll or sit, and with the
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handsome houses behind! If they had made big, substantial houses, in apartments of
five and six rooms, and with handsome entrances. If, above all, they had encouraged
song and dancing—for the miners still sang and danced—and provided handsome
space for these. If only they had encouraged some form of beauty in dress, some
form of beauty in interior life—furniture, decoration. If they had given prizes for the
handsomest chair or table, the loveliest scarf, the most charming room that the men
or women could make! If only they had done this, there would never have been an
industrial problem.
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After qualifying as a doctor | went straight into practice in a country village. For

some while no patients came, except two misguided persons, no doubt crazed by
pain, who called to have their teeth extracted.
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Then one day I was asked to go at once to see Mrs D. Her husband was the
captain of the fire- brigade and the owner of the village store, which supplied bacon,
bootlaces, blotting-paper, ready- made clothes, groceries, sundry agricultural
implements, sweets in big stoppered jars--in fact,almost everything the local
inhabitants could want. His shop was also the centre for gossip and general scandal.

I knew my opportunity was come, for it lay in the power of Mr and Mrs D. to
make Or mar my reputation.

Entcring the best parlour I found a large, pink, full- bodied woman in an arm-
chair, surrounded by her family and intimate friends who were not going to miss
such a treat. After a brief examination, I hurried home to make a mixture. Into a
large bottle [ put some liquorice powder, a generous helping of syrup of orange
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- blossom, and a tablespoonful or two of glycerine, filling it up with tap-water.
Next morning I called on my patient again but found a feeling of hostility
amongst the bystanders. I was soon enlightened as to the cause. It scemed that Mr
D. had heard a loud noise and rushing in, had found his wife in a faint and the

ceiling and walls covered with brown splashes.
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My bottle of medicine had blown up!
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