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Il y avait déja bien des années que, de Combray, tout
ce qui n’était pas le.théitre et le drame de mon coucher,
n’existait plus pour moi, quand un jour d’hiver, comme
je rentrais A la maison, ma mere, voyant que j’avais froid,
me proposa de me faire prendre, contre mon habitude,
un peu de thé. Je refusai d’abord et, je ne sais pourquoi,

me ravisai. Elle envoya chercher un de ces giteaux courts
et dodus appelés Petites Madeleines qui semblent avoir
été moulés dans la valve rainurée d’une coquille de
Saint-Jacques. Et bient6t, machinalement, accablé par



=
=
-
2
-
e
g
=
=
-
=
-
=]
-
=]

g8 rY
gt e b S

la morne journée et la perspeétive d’un triste lendemain,
je portai 2 mes lévres une cuillerée du thé ou j’avais laissé
s’amollir un morceau de madeleine. Mais A I’instant méme
ou la gorgée mélée des miettes du giteau toucha mon
palais, je tressaillis, attentif 4 ce qui se passait d’extraot-
dinaire en moi. Un plaisir délicieux m’avait envahi, isolé,
sans la notion de sa cause. Il m’avait aussitot rendu les
vicissitudes de la vie indifférentes, ses désastres inoffensifs,
sa brieveté illusoire, de la méme fagon qu’opére ’amour,
en me remplissant d’une essence précieuse : ou plutot
cette essence n’était pas en moi, elle était moi. J’avais
cessé de me sentir médiocre, contingent, mortel.
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Many years had elapsed during which nothing of Combray, save what was comprised in
the theatre and the drama of my going to bed there, had any existence for me, when one
day in winter, as I came home, my mother, seeing that I was cold, offered me some tea, a
thing I did not ordinarily take. I declined at first, and then, for no particular reason, changed
my mind. She sent out for one of those short, plump little cakes called ‘petites madeleines’
which look as though they had been moulded in the fluted scallop of a pilgrim’s shell. And
soon, mechanically, weary after a dull day with the prospect of a depressing morrow, I raised
to my lips a spoonful of the tea in which I had soaked a morsel of the cake. No sooner had
the warm liquid, and the crumbs with it, touched my palate than a shudder ran through my
whole body, and I stopped, intent upon the extraordinary changes that were taking place.
An exquisite pleasure had invaded my senses, but individual, detached, with no suggestion of
its origin. And at once the vicissitudes of life had become indifferent to me, its disasters
innocuous, its brevity illusory—this new sensation having had on me the effect which love
has of filling me with a precious essence; or rather this essence was not in me, it was myself.
I had ceased now to feel mediocre, accidental, mortal.
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Par cet amour Swann avait été tellement détaché de
tous les intéréts que quand par hasard il retournait dans
le monde, en se disant que ses relations, comme une
monture élégante qu’elle n’aurait pas d’ailleurs su estimer
trés cxaltement, pouvaient lui rendre 4 lui-méme un
peu de prix aux yeux d’Odette (et ¢’aurait peut-étre €té
vrai, en effet, si elles n’avaient été avilies par cet amour
méme, qui pour Odette dépréciait toutes les choses qu’il
touchait par le fait qu’il semblait les proclamer moins
précicuses?, il y éprouvait, & coté de la détresse d’étre
dans des lieux, au milieu de gens qu’elle ne connaissait
pas, le plaisir désintéressé qu’il aurait pris 4 un roman
ou 2 un tableau ou sont peints les divertissements d’une
classe oisive, comme, chez lui, il se complaisait A consi-
dérer le fon&ionnement de sa vie domestique, I’élégance
de sa garde-robe et de sa livrée, le bon placement de ses
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valeurs, de la méme fagon qu’a lire dans Saint-Simon,
qui était un de ses auteurs favoris, la mécanique des
journées, le menu des repas de Mme de Maintenon, ou
Pavarice avisée et le grand train de Lulli
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By this love Swann had been so far detached from all other interests that when by
chance he reappeared in the world of fashion, reminding himself that his social relations, like
a beautifully wrought setting (although she would not have been able to form any very exact
estimate of its worth), might, still, add a littie to his own value in Odette’s eyes (as indeed
they might have donc had they not been cheapened by his love itself, which for Odette
depreciated everything that it touched by seeming to denounce such things as less precious
than itself), he would feel there, simultaneously with his distress at being in places and
among people that she did not know, the same detached sense of pleasure as he would have
derived from a novel or a painting in which were depicted the amusements of a leisured
class; just as, ai home, he used to enjoy the thought of the smooth efficiency of his
household, the smartness of his own wardrobe and of his servants’ liveries, the soundness of
his investments, with the same relish as when he read in Saint-Simon, who was onc of his
favourite authors, of the machinery of daily life at Versailles, what Mme. de Maintcnon ate
and drank, or the shrewd avarice and great pomp of Lulli.
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J’appuyais tendrement mes joues contre les belles
joues de Poreiller qui, pleines et fraiches, sont comme
les joues de notre enfance. Je frottais une allumette pour
regarder ma montre. Bientdt minuit. Cest instant ou

le malade qui a été obligé de partir en voyage ct a di
coucher dans un hotel inconnu, réveillé par une crise,
se réjouit en apercevant sous la porte une raie de jour.
Quel bonheur, c’cst déja le matin | Dans un moment les
domestiques scront levés, il pourra sonner, on viendra
lui porter sccours. L’espérance d’étre soulagé lui donne
du courage pour souffrir. Justement il a cru entendre
des pas; %es pas se rapprochent, puis s’¢loignent. Et la
raic de jour qui était sous sa porte a disparu. C’est minuit;
on vient d’éteindre le gaz; le dernier domestique est parti
et il faudra rester toute la nuit A souffrir sans remeéde.
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I would lay my cheeks gently against the comfortable cheeks of my pillow, as plump and
blooming as the cheeks of babyhood. Or I would strike a match to look at my watch. Nearly
midnight. The hour when an invalid, who has been obliged to start on a journey and to
sleep in a strange hotel, awakens in a moment of illness and sees with glad relief a streak of
daylight shewing under his bedroom door. Oh, joy of joys! it is morning. The servants will be
about in a minute: he can ring, and some one will come to look after him. The thought of
being made comfortable gives him strength to endurc his pain. He is certain he heard
footsteps: they come nearer, and then die away. The ray of light beneath his door is
extinguished. It is midnight; some one has turned out the gas; the last servant has gone to
bed, and he must lie all night in agony with no one to bring him any help.



