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These clever-witted, affectively
stupid persons are wont to say that itis
useless to seek to delve in the
unknowable or to kick against the
pricks. It is as if one should say t0 a
man whose leg has had to .be
amputated that it does not help him at
all to think about it. And we all lack
something; only some of us feel the
lack and others do not. Or they
pretend not to feel the lack; and then
they are hypocrites.

A pedant who beheld Solon
weeping for the death of a son said to
him, “Why do you weep thus, if
weeping avails nothing?" And the sage
answered him, "Precisely for that
reason--because it does not avail.” It is
manifest that weeping avails
something, even if only the alleviation
of distress; but the deep sense of
Solon's reply to the impertinent

questioner is plainly seen. And I am

Ol 95T aa

The affective dunces with talent
are wont to say that it is useless to try
and delve into the unknowable or to
wrestle against thoms. It is as if one
were to tell a man whose leg has been
amputated that it is no good thinking
about it. And all of us have suffered
some amputation; some of us feel it,
and others simply do not. Or, some
pretend they do not feel anything, and
these are the hypocrites.

A pedant who becheld Solon
weeping for the death of a son said to
him: "Why do you weep thus, if
weeping is of no use?” And the wise
man answered: "Precisely for that
reason, because it's no use.” Of course,
wecping does have some use, even if
only to give relief, but the profound
sense of Solon's reply to his
impertinent questioner comes through.
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convinced that we should solve many
things if we all went out into the
streets and uncovered our griefs,
which perhaps would prove to be but
one sole common grief, and joined
together in beweeping them and
crying aloud to the heavens and
calling upon God. And this, even
though God should hear us not; but He
would hear us. The chiefest sanctity of
a temple is that it is a place to which
men go to weep in common. A
miserere sung in common by a
multitude tormented by destiny has a
much value as a philosophy. It is not
enough to cure the plague. We must
learn to weep for it. Yes, we must
learn 10 weep! Perhaps that is the
supreme wisdom. Why? Ask Solon.,

And I am convinced we would solve
many questions if we only went out
into the streets and bruited our
sorrows--which would probably tumn
out to be one single common sorrow--
and joined in weeping and crying out
to Heaven and calling upon God, even
if He did not hear us--though He
would certainly. The holiest attribute
of a temple is that it is a place where
men weep in common. A Miserere
sung in common by a multitude flailed
by destiny is worth a whole
philosophy. To cure the plague is not
enough, it must also be lamented with
bitter tears. Yes, we must learn o
weep! Perhaps that is the supreme
wisdom. Wherefore? Ask Solon.
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Neither Abel Sanchez nor Jaquin Monegro could remember a time when
they had not known each other. They had known each other since before
childhood—since earliest infancy, in fact; for their nursemaids often met and
brought the two infants together even before the children knew how to talk.
They had each lecarned about each other as they learned about themselves.
Thus had they grown up, friends from birth, and treated almost as brothers in
their upbringing.

In their walks, in their games, in their mutual friendships it was Joaquin, the
more willful of the two, who seemed to initiate and dominate everything.
Stull, Abel, who appeared always to yield, always did as he pleased. The truth
was that he found not obeying more important than commanding. The two
almost never quarreled. "As far as I'm concerned, it's whatever you want. .."
Abel would say to Joaquin, who would become exasperated; for by this
"whatever you want...," Abel managed to show his disdain of the argument.
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Inwardly he was a disturbed being, a man of nerves, caprices, and stubbom
will. Accustomed to a set routine, he lived the disciplined life of a hermit or
ascetic. It was difficult to tell whether he had adapted himself to this mode
of life or accepted it against the grain. He never spoke of the kind of life he
would have liked to lead. He behaved as one who, already buffeted and
battered, had resigned himself to his fate. As one who could assimilate
punishment better than good fortune.
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