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Many people are worried about what television has done to the
generation of American children who have grown up watching it. For
one thing, recent studies tend to show that TV stifles creative imagi-
nation. Some teachers feel that television has taken away the child's
ability to form mental pictures in his own mind, resulting in children who
cannot understand a simple story without visual illustrations, Secondly,
too much TV too early tends to cause children to withdraw from real-life
experiences. Thus, they grow up to be passive spectators who can only
respond to action, but not initiate it. The third area for concern is the
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serious complaint frequently made by elementary school teachers that
children exhibit a low tolerance for the frustrations of learning. Because
they have been conditioned to see all problems resolved in 30 or 60
minutes on TV, they are quickly discouraged by any activity that
promises less than instant gratification. But perhaps the most serious
result is the impact of television violence on children, who have come to
regard it as an everyday thing. Not only does this increase their toler-
ance of violent behavior in others, but most authorities now concede
that under certain conditions, some children will imitate anti-social acts
that they witness on television.
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Richard Cory o5 35,
Whenever Richard Cory went down town,

We people on the pavement looked at him: ST, .p >,y
He was a gentleman from sole to crown, 551 15 g

Clean favored, and imperially slim.
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And he was always quietly arrayed,

And he was always human when he talked;

But still he fluttered pulses when he said,
“Good-moming,” and he glittered when he walked.

And he was rich—yes, richer than a king—
And admirably schooled in every grace:

In fine, we thought that he was everything
To make us wish that we were in his place.

So on we worked, and waited for the light,

And went without the meat, and cursed the bread:;
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night,

Went home and put a bullet through his head.

Edwin Arlington Robinson (1869-1935)
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Une certaine 1dée de la France
Charles De Gaulle

Toute ma vie, je me suis fait une certaine idée de la France. Le sentiment me
I'inspire aussi bien que la raison. Ce qu’il y a, en moi, d’affectif imagine
naturellement la France, telle ia princesse des contes ou la madone aux
fresques des murs, comme vouée 3 une destinée éminente et exceptionnelle.
Jai, d’instinct, I'impression que la Providence I'a créée pour des succes
achevés ou des malheurs exemplaires. S’il advient que la médiocrité marque,
pourtant, ses faits et gestes, j’en éprouve la sensation d’une absurde
anomalie, imputable aux fautes des Frangais, non au génie de la patrie. Mais
aussi, le coté positif de mon esprit me convainc que la France n’est réellement
elie-méme qu’au premier rang; que, seules, de vastes entreprises sont sus-
ceptibles de compenser les ferments de dispersion que son peuple porte en
lui-méme; que notre pays, tel qu’il est, parmi les autres, tels qu’ils sont, doit,
sous peine de danger mortel, viser haut et se tenir droit. Bref, a mon sens, la
France ne peut étre la France sans la grandeur.
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COMMUNICATIVE TRANSLATION
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All my life I have created a certain idea of France for myself. My feeling, as well as
my reason, inspires me with this idea. In my mind I imagine France as a fairy-tale
princess or a madonna painted on frescoes, as though destined for a distinguished
and exceptional future. Instinctively I feel that Providence has created France to
have consummate successes or exemplary failures. If, however, it sinks to
mediocrity in its actions, I feel this is an absurd anomaly which is due to the faults of
the French and not to the genius of the country. Moreover, I am convinced that
France only really reaches its full stature when it stands in the first rank; that only
vast undertakings can make up for the seeds of dispersal that its people carry in
themselves; that our country must have high aims and have a name for honesty and
act according to its lights; otherwise it will be in mortal danger. In short, as I see it,

France cannot be France unless it is great.

SEMANTIC TRANSLATION

All my life, I have devised for myself a certain idea of France. Feeling inspires me
with it as well as reason. What is emotional in me naturally imagines France, like
the princess in the fairy-tales or the madonna on the frescoes of the walls, as
dedicated to an eminent and exceptional destiny. I have, instinctively, the feeling
that Providence has created France for complete successes or exemplary misfor-
tunes. If it happens, however, that mediocrity marks her deeds and her actions, I
experience the feeling of an absurd anomaly, attributable to the faults of the
French, not to the genius-of the motherland. But further, the positive side of my
thought persuades me that France is really only herself when in the first rank; that
vast enterprises alone are capable of compensating for the leaven of dispersal which
her people carries in itself; that our country, as it is, among the others, as they are,
must on pain of mortal danger, aim high and stand upright. In short, in my
opinion, France cannot be France without greatness.
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Around the corner I have a friend, ols ylaccin sla 5,
In this great city that has no end; S S R eI
Yet days go by, and weeks rush on, el €238 LS plodjioh poda
And before I know it a year is gone, hosonil + oz .

And I never see my old friend’s face, FloRB e S0 5

For Life is a swift and terrible race. Wizl g g s o ol Gl S 95l )
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He .knows I like him just as \\.rell el e g0l ol eailo o of
As in the days when I rang his bell '-.";J‘ S 5y

And he rang mine. We were younger then, - i !
And now we are busy, tired men: 03 T ol oy plals- 5
Tired with playing a foolish game, S fn oS ol LS aan on ol
Tired with trying to make a name. N

299 SOl s2
“Tomorrow,” I say, “I will call on Jim, _ ) r‘ H ST
Just to show that I'm thinking of him.” el 5,85 i 9o Jl-
But tomorrow comes—and tomorrow goes, aliest s )bl Hlaus

And the distance between us grows and grows S ol g r il 5l s
Around the cornerl-yet miles away. . . . T L oses
“Here’s a telegram, sir. . . .” 3 eyl St 0
“Jim died today” ®)hreT @S oremy 1S (o055

And that’s what we get, and deserve in the end: (g2us ol oo OLE 3l 4 aCsl (6l s

Araund the corner, a vanished friend. &gyl }.;;!TU, bl 3 Jy
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