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THE MAGIAN SIRE obie 5
O thou to whom this lonely soul Lk ss 80 pudl Ol (1S 0 85 8!
Of mine, this flamed and suff'ring heart Lt sohsdscaly
| bring as humble token gift i g (glados O gavam
And sacrifice before thy feet oS ool
This is a gift of inward love S A Ol ado
Divine. Allow this token gift Jlode g ados dx’.)'i*‘{e’_-&-'udb
Be counted e‘r—fore’r as thine oblb s Ol Sl gl »
Thou art the charmer of our hearts 2L $lgoosiS ) gonn 5
Thou art the life of all our lives wbol Ol ¥
How difficult to break this bond P95 O powl o e
Of soul-sustained and soul-born lovel & Sis 54,0 ) geateol) Oloys 5 326 !
See how with ease | can resign Lot s Ol ol Ol T e &5 s
This soul of mine to thee—to thee S oS p0od § e
Let me be naught and give it all D;,IeoL?J-U(.zle@»a.JJIb{,

And fall apart, in thee abide oS S mFlsesslss
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This awesome path of love divine
Is marked fore'r with injuries

With aches of soul, with suff'rings deep

Love knows a pain without a cure
And we as slaves fore'r prepared
Will hold our souls on palm of hand

Our eyes e'r fixed at your command

Our ears e'r tuned to hear your call

‘Tis hard to liberate our hearts
From grip of your controlling hands
And yet we can with ease pour-out
Our lives at your e'r holy feet
Loved one, if peace is asked of you

Our hearts we shall surrender now
Or is it war you seekest now?
We bow, submit, and fall in line

Come let me tell you friends a tale
How yesternight | wandered on
By impulse, of desire impelled,

By love’'s compelling madness pressed,

Perplexed, with inward love on fire
And raptures of desire in flames
Until my burning soul had reached
With frenzy at the rapture’s peak
But at the end, desire for that
Beatific vision turned my rein,

The bridle of my eyes then led

My wand'ring feet to tavern’s door
That magian place, august, sublime
That mystic convent far away
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And there concealed from evil eyes
| reached a home of solitude

It was a place enlightened, bright
Not from the glowing flames of hell
But bright from light of truth divine
Far from it be the evil eyel

And everywhere | looked | saw
The temple fire so calm and yet
Aglow, like that e’r burning fire
That Moses, son of Emran, saw

On sacred ground, on holy land
And tending there the fire | saw
The elder magian sire, serene
Who kept the holy fires alive

A p'rennial fire, rekindled oft

What soft, yet bright, heart-warming fire
With presence of the magian sire
Majestic and serene and calm

Around that sire, the magian lads

In reverence formed a circle, closed

Their faces like the rose in bloom

With love-born and inviting lips

And from their tongues their gracious words
Were sweet and kind as they conversed
They were a good and wholesome crowd

A tender and receptive group

Well favored by the magian sire

All one with him in bonds of love
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There was the lute, there was the lyre
The tambourine, the fiute and harp

And cymbals and the barbiton
That calmed the mind, enriched the soul
With melodies of heav'nly tunes

With captivating melodies

With songs celestial and divine

With music played on angel’'s wings
There was the dancing candlelight
There was of scented comfit some

Of roses red, and limpid wine

It was a seasoned ruby wine

There was of fragrance everywhere
Intoxicating scents to lure

There were cup bearers, musky-haired
Whose radiance put the moon to shame
There were the minstrels, young, endowed
With songs divine, with humor blessed
The magians and the magian lads

And noble mazdians all alert

With loins girt up to serve his will

And to obey that magian sire

They stood alert, in awe, before

That eider sire, that sacred soul

With majesty, nobility

With excellence, magnificence!

But I, a Muslim, now ashamed

To have betrayed my Muslim faith

For having walked on magian grounds
Kept out of sight of magian sire

Or so | thought, but unaware

His eyes had caught my awkward move

| should have known that naught could miss

That magian sire's e’r watchful eyes!
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The elder magian chief, alert Hebm Olae sy
Of everyone aware, inquired #“":‘:.Jb’ leeles
Who is, O magiar adt O""'?’:’ow‘s'
This stranger, shy, in hiding gone? fios °MUL‘%""“{?J’?
And they replied, A lover, sire J”*‘S"W'“’“zbw
A restless soul, a wand'ring soul O S s
Bewildered soul, a lovetorn soul sl 5 Ol
Wayfaring soul—alone with love Froareblel yeosen)
Then said the magian sire, Proceed NI RIS
Fill now a cup of magian wine 'Ol"“u‘)’u‘l;’)
That pure and old and limpid wine P ySle peS 01
ool Slege s gouS 5

To this our guest extend that cup

For though he an intruder be

He is our guest—a welcomed guest

To join our group. Fill him our cup
Keep this intoxicating wine

Within his reach and let him drink
Cup bearers then, their hearts aglow
With hands of fire, yet gentle hands
Held up their flasks, their goblets filled
With liquid fire, with flaming fire

And then with smiles and grace they passed
One cup to me and said, Pray, drink!

And as | drank my round of wine
Disturbing reason fled my mind
Perplexing doubts forsook my soul

its flaming fires now reached and burned
The skirt of faith, of outward faith

The chaff of infidelity

Consumed within, | lost control
Abandoned soon the logic’s rule
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| lost the sense of there and here

{ lost the sense of far and near

Of mine and thine, of shapes and lines
Of sense-fed views, of space and time

Then in a state of frenzied trance

| heard an inward voice emerge lacl e el g s )l
From all my limbs, from all my parts NSRS
My jug’lar vein, my artery” ‘)Q.J%Jé:"éwle
With words profound, sublime OLC??"“JQL“J::‘UC”GJ&P
From magian lads and magian sire S aslylen
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Define his unity divine

And all as one proclaim anew

COME AND WITH INWARD EYES OF SOUL
AWAKENED, SEE HIS PATH AND GOAL

PERCEIVE IN ALL PLURALITY
HIS INWARD TIES OF UNITY

FOR NAUGHT EXISTS BUT HE IN EACH
AND ALL IN HIM THEIR GOALS WILL REACH
HIS SOUL THROUGH WAVES OF CHANGE

PERSISTS

FOR HE, AND HE ALONE, EXISTS
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ABANDON THOUGHTS OF “THAT” AND “THIS" s (e 02 g Sl03 o O 97

ONE GOD, ALONE, IS ALL THAT IS!

0315 31991 e y

“« 0O Thou to whom both heart and life are a sacrifice, and O Thou in
whose path both this and that are an offering |
The heart is Thy sacrifice because Thou art a charmer of hearts; life
is Thine offering because Thou art the Life of our lives .
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Hard it is to deliver the heart from Thy hand; easy it is to pour out
our life at Thy feet.

The road to union with Thee is a road full of hardships ; the pain of
Thy love is a pain without remedy.

We are servants holding our lives and hearts in our hands, with eyes
[fixed] on Thy orders and ears [waiting] on Thy comnand.

If Thou seekest peace, behold our hearts; and if Thou seekest war,
behold our lives !

Last night, [impelled] by the madness of love and the impulse o1
desire, I was rushing in bewilderment in every direction.

At last desire for the [Beatific] Vision turned my reins towards the
temple of the Magians.

Far from it be the Evil Eye ! I beheld a secret gathering bright with
the Light of Truth, not with the Flames [of Hell}.

On every side I beheld that fire which Moses the son of ‘Imr4n saw
that night on Sinai.

There was an elder [busied] with tending the fire, round about whom
respectfully stood the young Magians,

All silver-skinned and rose-cheeked, all sweet-tongued and narrow-
mouthed.

[There were] lute, harp, flute, cymbals and barbiton ; candles, desert,
roses, wine and basil ;

The moon-faced and musky-haired cup-bearer; the witty and sweet-
voiced minstrel.

Magian and Magian boy, Fire-priest and High Priest, all with loins
girt up for His service.

I, ashamed of my Muhammadanism, stood there concealed in a
corner.

The elder enquired, ‘Who is this?’ They answered, ‘A restless and
bewildered lover.’

He said, * Give him a cup of pure wine, although he be an unbidden
guest.

The fire-handed and fire-worshipping cup-bearer poured into the
goblet the burning fire.

When I drained it off, neither reason remained nor sense ; thereby
were consumed both Infidelity and Faith.

I fell down intoxicated, and in that intoxication, in a tongue which
one cannot explain,

I heard this speech from [all} my limbs, even from the jugular vein
and the carotid artery:

*He is One and there is naught but He:
There is no God save Him alone!’




