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New Year Resolutions

The New Year is a time for resolutions. Mentally, at least, most
of us could compile formidable lists of ‘do’s’ and ‘don’ts’. The
same old favourites recur year in year out with monotonous
regularity. We resolve to get up earlier each morning, eat less,
find more time to play with the children, do a thousand and one
jobs about the house, be nice to people we don’t like, drive
carefully, and take the dog for a walk every day. Past experience
has taught us that certain accomplishments are beyond
attainment. If we remain inveterate smokers, it is only because

we have so often experienced the frusration that results from
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failure. Most of us fail in our efforts at self-improvement
because our schemes are too ambitious and we never have time
to carry them out. We also make the fundamental error of
announcing our resolutions to everybody so that we look even
more foolish when we slip back into our bad old ways. Aware of
these pitfalls, this year I attempted to keep my resolutions to
myself. I limited myself to two modest ambitions: to do physical
exercises every morning and to read more of an evening. An
all-night party on New Year’s Eve provided me with a good
excuse for not carrying out either of these new resolutions on
the first day of the year, but on the second, I applied myself
assiduously to the task.

The daily exercises lasted only eleven minutes and I proposed
to do them early in the morning before anyone had got up. The
self-discipline required to drag myself out of bed eleven minutes
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earlier than usual was considerable. Neverthless, 1 managed to
creep down into the living-room for two days before anyone
found me out. After jumping about on the carpet and twisting
the human frame into uncomfortable positions, I sat down at the
breakfast table in an exhausted condition. It was this that
betrayed me. The next morning the whole family trooped in to
watch the performance. That was really unsettling but I fended
off the taunts and jibes of the family good-humouredly and
soon everybody got used to the idea. However, my enthusiasm
waned. The time I spent at exercises gradually diminished. Little
by little the eleven minutes fell to zero. By January 10th, I was
back to where I had started from. I argued that if 1 spent Jess
time exhausting myself at exercises in the morning I would keep
my mind fresh for reading when I got home from work.
Resisting the hypnotizing effect of television, I sat in my room
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for a few evenings with my eyes glued to a book. One night,
however, feeling cold and Ilonely, I went downstairs and sat in
front of the television pretending to read. That proved to be my
undoing, for I soon got back to my old bad habit of dozing off
in front of the screen. [ still haven’t given up my resolution to do
more reading. In fact, I have just bought a book entitled ‘How to
Read a Thousand Words a Minute’. Perhaps it will solve my
problem, but I just haven’t had time to read it!
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The Challenge of the Small Car

The auto makers in Detroit barely survived the tragedy of 1956.
That was the year the consumer became aware of the
Volkswagen, and the auto market was forever altered . Once
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Anmericans got a glance at this lowtpriced, nimble, small car that
one could manipulate so easily, they refused those horrid Detroit
monsters with eight cylinders and ten miles to each gallon of
gasoline. Many pedestrians, previously uninterested in owning a
car, began to purchase small foreign cars.

Conservative, as well as reckless drivers, found the price within
their budget and became customers.

Volkswagen owners would rave about their economical cars,
telling everyone how little gas they used and how inferequently
they needed to be lubricated. Volkswagen still is one of the most
popular small cars sold in America, even though it has fallen
behind the autos of the ingenious Japanese manufacturers.
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THE SILKEN TENT
She is as in a ficld a silken tent Grete Sl Ospan il syl
At midday when a sunny summer breeze =)

Has dried the dew and all its ropes relent T . T "<
’ BT igls s BT ¢y g o o
So that in guys it gently sways at ease, e il ol

And its supporting central cedar pole, cdodd ¢ OT stetb o °°; las | laddls
That is its pinnacle to heavenward Wsload cand

And signifies the sureness of the soul (s - .
’ Lo Il

Seems to owe naught to any single cord, ¢ Al S0 2 AT G e

But strictly held by none, is loosely bound 6,55 2 I < g

By countless silken ties of love and thought

To cverything on earth the compass round, - i ]

And only by one’s going slightly taut 5, S e Oleml Gom e Plog)d s K

In the capr‘iciousness of summer air ey go Line “)“.”JC})@S%&;J
Is of the slightest bondage made aware. ‘
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