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The Only Thing People Are Interested In Today Is Earning
More Money

Once upon a time there lived a beautiful young woman and a
handsome young man. They were very poor, but as they were
deeply in love, they wanted to get married. The young people’s
parents shook their heads. ‘You can't get married yet,’ they said.
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‘Wait till you get a good Job with good prospects.’ So the young
people waited until they found good jobs with good prospects
and they were able to get married. They were still poor, of
course. They didn’t have a house to live in or any furniture, but
that didn’t matter. The young man had a good job with good
prospects, so large organisations lent him the money he needed
to buy a house, some furniture, all the latest electrical appliances
and a car. The couple lived happily ever after paying off debts
for the rest of their lives. And so ends another modern romantic
fable,

We live in a materialistic society and are trained from our
earliest years to be acquisitive. Our possessions, ‘mine’ and ‘yours’
are clearly labelled from early childhood. When we grow old
enough to earn a living, it does not surprise us to discover that
success is measured in terms of the money you earn. We spend
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the whole of our lives keeping up with our neighbours, the
Joneses. If we buy a new television set, Jones Is bound to buy a
bigger and better one. If we buy a new car, we can be sure that
Jones will go one better and get two new cars: one for his wife
and one for himself. The most amusing thing about this game is
that the Joneses and all the neighbours who are struggling
frantically to keep up with them are spending borrowed money
kindly provided, at a suitable rate of interest, of course, by
friendly banks, insurance companies, etc.

It is not only in affluent societies that people are obsessed
with the idea of making more money. Consumer goods are
desirable everywhere and modern industry deliberately sets out
to create new markets. Gone are the days when industrial goods
were made to last forever. The wheels of industry must be kept
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turning. ‘Built-in obsolescence’ provides the means: goods are
made to be discarded. Cars get tinnler and tinnier. You no
sooner acquire this year’s model than you are thinking about its
replacement.

This materialistic outlook has seriously influenced education.
Fewer and fewer young people these days acquire knowledge
only for its own sake. Every course of studies must lead
somewhere: Le. to a bigger wage packet. The demand for skilled
personnel far exceeds the supply and big companies compete
with each other to recruit students before they have completed
thelr studies. Tempting sularies and ‘fringe benefits’ are offered
to them. Recruiting tactics of this kind have led to the ‘brain
drain’, the process by which highly skilled people offer their
services to the highest bidder. The wealthier nations deprive
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their poorer neighbours of their most able citizens. While
Mammon is worshipped as never before, the rich get richer and

the poor, poorer.
L.G.Alexander
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Solipsist

Walter B. Jehovah, for whose name I make no apology since it
really was his name, had been a solipsist all his life. A solipsist,
in case you don’t happen to know the word, is one who believes
that he himself Is the only thing that really exists, that other
people and the universe in general exist only in his imagination,
and that if he quit imagining them they would cease to exist.
One day Walter B. Jehovah became a practicing solipsist.
Within a week his wife had run away with another man, he'd
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lost his job as a shipping clerk and he had broken his leg chasing
a black cat to keep it from crossing his path.

He decided, in his bed at the hospital, to end it all.

Looking out the window, staring up at the stars, he wished
them out of existence, and they weren't there any more. Then he
wished all othe people out of existence and the hospital became
strangely quiet even for a hospital. Next, the world, and he
found himself suspended in a void. He got rid of his body quite
as easily and then took the final step of willing himself out of
existence,

Nothing happened.

Strange, he thought, can there be a limit to solipsism?

”Yes,” a voice said.

"Who are you?” Walter B. Jehovah asked.
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] am the one who created the universe which you have just
willed out of existence. And now that you have taken my place-”
There was a deep sigh. "I can finally cease my own existence,
find oblivion, and let you take over.”

"But- how can ] cease to exist? That's what Pm trying to do,
you know.”

*Yes, I know,” said the voice. "You must do it the same way
I did. Create a universe. Wait until someone in it really beleives
what you believed and wills it out of existence. Then you can
retire and let him take over. Good-bye now.”

And the voice was gone.

Walter B. Jehovah was alone is the void and there was only
one thing he could do. He created the heaven and the earth.

It took him seven days.

Fredric Brown
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Mirror

I am silver and exact. I have no preconceptions.
Whatever I see I swallow immediately

Just as it is, unmisted by love or dislike.

I am not cruel, only truthful-

The eye of a little god, four-cornered.

Most of the time I meditate on the opposite wall.
It is pink, with speckles. I have looked at it so long
I think it is a part of my heart. But it flickers.
Faces and darkness separate us over and over.
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Now I am a lake. A woman bends over me,
Searching my reaches for what she really is.
Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon.
I see her back, and reflect it faithfully.
She rewards me with tears and an agitation of hands.
I am important to her. She comes and goes.
Each morning it is her face that replaces the darkness.
In me she has drowned a young girl, and in me an old woman
Rises toward her day after day, like a terrible fish.
Sylvia Plath
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