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Man hunts and struggles. Woman intrigues and dreams; she is
the mother of fantasy, the mother of the gods. She has second
sight, the wings that enable her to fly to the infinite of desire

and the imagination .. The gods are like men: they are born and

they die on a woman’s breast. ..
JULES MICHELET
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She doesn’t hear you, for she’s kneeling in front of that wall of

religious objects, with her head resting on her clenched fists.

You see her from a distance: she’s kneeling there in her coarse

woollen nightgown, with her head sunk into her mnarrow

shoulders; she’s thin, even emaciated, like a medieval sculpture;

her legs are like two sticks, and they're inflamed with erysipelas.

While you're thinking of the continual rubbing of that rough

wool against her skin, she suddenly raises her fists and strikes

feebly at the air, as if she were doing battle against the images

you can make out as you tiptoe closer: Christ, the Virgin, St.

Sebastian, St. Lucia, the Archangel Michael, and the grinning

demons in an old print, the only happy figures in that

iconography of sorrow and wrath, happy because they’re jabbing

their pitchforks into the flesh of the damned, pouring cauldrons

of boiling water on them, violating the women, getting drunk,

enjoying all the liberties forbidden to the saints. You approach

that central image, which is surrouded by the tears of Our Lady
of Sorrows, the blood of Our Crucified Lord, the delight of
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Lucifer, the anger of the Archangel, the viscera preserved in
bottles of alcohol, the silver heart: Senora Consuelo, kneeling,
threatens them with her fists, stammering the words you can hear
as you move even closer: "Come, City of God! Gabriel, sound
your trumpet! Ah, how long the world takes to die!”
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His hands in his pockets, head down, he goes along escorted by

people who are also going in the direction of the Plaza San
Martin.
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Sheds that were foul smelling and falling apart, a gray steel of
roofs, gusts of damp air.
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From the doorway of La Cronica Santiago looks at the Avenida

Tacna without love: cars, uneven and faded buildings, the gaudy
skeletons of posters floating inthe mist, the gray midday.
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Lazano was facing him, waiting, smiling.
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He was looking at him seriorsly, his arms folded, between a desk
calendar and the photograph of a gray-haired woman and three
smiling young people.
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- and then stop, with the matchbox in your hand, the briefcase
under your arm.
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The dank smell of the plants is all around you as you count out
your steps.
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You rap vainly with the knocker, that copper head of a dog, so
worn and smooth that it resembles the head of a canine foetus
in a museum of natural science.
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Not the way you'd talk to a servant, Amalia thought, she gives
me advice as if I was her equal.
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Amalia thought she gave me advice as if 1 had been her equal,
not the way youd talk to a servant.
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"Fm going to say frankly what I think.” His face transformed
with rage, he thinks, his voice disillusioned. "I voted in favor of
this strike because Jacobo’s arguments convinced me, He was the
most enthusiastic, that’'s why we elected him to the Federation
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and the Strike Committee. 1 have to remember that while
Comrade Jacobo was acting selfishly, they arrested Martinez. I
think that we should punish a lapse like that in some way. The
contacts with the textile workers, the Catholic University, at
this time, well, why should I say what we all know. Something
like this is intolerable, comrades.”

“Of course it's serious, of course he’s made a serious mistake,”
Hector said. "But there’s no time now, Solorzano. The Federation
is meeting in half an hour.”

"It's madness to keep on wasting time like this, comrades.” The
bird voice, perplexed, impatient, his little hand aloft. "We have
to postpone this matter and get back to the subject under
discussion.”
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I only came to know Neruda and became his friend many
years later. This King Midas of poetry would write, in his literary
testament rescued from a gutted house and a nameless tomb, a
beautiful song to the Spanish language. The Congquistadors, he
said, took our gold, but they left us their gold: they left us our
words. Neruda’s gold, I learned in Chile, was the property of all
One afternoon on the beach at Lota in southern Chile, I saw the
miners as they came out, mole-like, from their hard work many

feet under the sea, extracting the coal of the Pacific Ocean. They
sat around a bonfire and sang, to guitar music, a poem from
Neruda’s Canto General. I told them that the author would be
thrilled to know that his poem had been set to music.

What author? they asked me in surprise., For them, Neruda’s
poetry had no author, it came from afar, it had always been
sung, like Homer’s. It was the poetry, as Croce said of the Iliad,
"d’'un popolo intero poetante,” of an entire poetizing people. It
was the document of the original identity of poetry and history.
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