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1. It is easy enough to say that man is immortal simply
because he will endure: that when the last dingdong of
doom has clanged and faded from the last worthless rock
hanging tideless in the last red and dying evening, that
even then there will still be one more sound: that of his
puny inexhaustible voice, still talking.
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2 Literary form ol A F -
3. It is not actions, but opinions about actions, which
disturb men.
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6. When we find that a technical discussion of a theory of
aesthetics forms the climax of Joyce’s Portrait...
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The world is a looking-
glass, and gives back to every man the reflection of his
own face. Frown at it, and it will in turn look sourly
upon you; laugh at it and with it, and it is a jolly kind
companion.
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Snares or shot may take off the old birds foraging without. .
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Every reader of a sentimental turn (and we desire

no other) must have been pleased with the tableau
with which the last act of our little drama concluded.
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As his eyes opened...she taught the child, to the best of

her humble power, to acknowledge the Maker of all; and
every night and every morning he and she... prayed

to Our Father together, the mother pleading with all her
gentle heart.
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... she went fluttering to Lieu-
tenant George Osborne’s heart as if it was the only natural
home for her to nestle in. Oh, thou poor panting little
soul! The very finest tree in the whole forest, with the
straightest stem, and the strongest arms, and the thick-
est foliage, wherein you choose to build and coo, may be
marked.
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In describing this Siren, singing and smil-
ing, coaxing and cajoling, the author, with modest pride,
asks his readers all round, has he once forgotten the
laws of politeness, and showed the monster’s hideous tail
above water? No! Those who like may peep down under
waves that are pretty transparent and see it writhing and

twirling, diabolically hideous and slimy, flapping amongst
bones, or curling round corpses; but above the water-
line, I ask, has not everything been proper, agreeable,
and decorous, and has any the most squeamish immoralist
in Vanity Fair a right to cry fie? When, however, the Siren
disappears and dives below, down among the dcad men,
the water of course grows turbid over her, and it is labour
lost to look into it ever so curiously. They look pretty
enough when they sit upon a rock, twanging their harps
and combing their hair, and sing, and beckon to you to
come and hold the looking-glass; but when they sink
into their native element, depend on it, those mermaids
arc about no good, and we had best not examine the
fiendish marine cannibals, revelling and feasting on their
wretched pickled victims.
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1 hope you slept well. Don't be frightened if 1 don’t

bring you in your coffy. Last night as I was coming
home smoaking, I met with an accadent. - --we must, of

coarse, have the sum to-night.
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Thackeray and the Form of Fiction (New York: Gordian Press, 1976), PP. 73-79
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