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His arbour, as he called the reeking outhouse which he shared
with the cat and the garden tools, served him also as a sounding-
box: and every morning he hummed contentedly one of his
favourite songs.
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Very good, Simon. All serene, Simon, said the old man

tranquilly. Anywhere you like. The outhouse will do me nicely: it
will be more salubrious.
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Every morning, therefore, uncle Charles repaired to his outhouse
but not before he had greased and brushed scrupulously his back
hair and brushed and put on his tall hat.
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Though he had heard his father say that Mike Flynn had put
some of the best runners of modern times through his hands
Stephen often glanced at his trainer’s flabby stubble-covered face,
as it bent over the long stained fingers through which he rolled his
cigarette, and with pity at the mild lustreless blue eyes which would
look up suddenly from the task and gaze vaguely into the blue
distance while the long swollen fingers ceased their rolling and
grains and fibres of tobacco fell back into the pouch.
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The sun had not yet risen. The sea was indistinguishable from
the sky, except that the sea was slightly creased as if a cloth had
wrinkles in it. Gradually as the sky whitened a dark line lay on the
horizon dividing the sea from the sky and the grey cloth became
barred with thick strokes moving, one after another, beneath the
surface, following each other, pursuing each other, perpetually.
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As they neared the shores each bar rose, heaped itself broke and
swept a thin veil of white water across the sand. The wave paused,
and then drew out again, sighing like a sleeper whose breath comes
and goes unconsciously. Gradually the dark bar on the horizon
became clear as if the sediment in an old wine-bottle had sunk and
left the glass green. Behind it, too, the sky cleared as if the white
sediment there had sunk, or as if the arm of a woman couched
beneath the horizon had raised a lamp and flat bars of white, green
and yellow spread across the sky like the blades of a fan. Then she
raised her lamp higher and the air seemed to become fibrous and to
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tear away from the green surface flickering and flaming in red and
yellow fibres like the smoky fire that roars from a bonfire.
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NE souhaite pas, Nathanaél, trouver Dieu ailleurs que partout.
Chaqgue creature indique Dieu, aucune ne le révele. Dés que notre
regard s’arréte a elle, chaque créature nous détourne de Dieu.
Tandis que d’autres publient ou travaillent, j’ai passé trois années
de voyage a oublier au contraire tout ce que j’avais appris par la
téte. Cette désinstruction fut lente et difficile; elle me fut plus utile

que toutes les instructions imposées par les hommes, et vraiment le
commencement d’une éducation.
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Tu ne sauras jamais les efforts qu’il nous a fallu faire pour nous
intéresser a la vie; mais maintenant qu’elle nous intéresse, ce sera
comme toute chose — passionnément. Je chatiais allégrement ma
chair, éprouvant plus de volupté dans le chatiment que dans la faute
— tant je me grisais d’orgueil a ne pas pécher simplement.
Supprimer en soi I’idée de mérite ; il y a 1a un grand achoppement
pour Pesprit. ...
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A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to
the hillside bank and runs deep and green. The water is warm too,
for it has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight
before reaching the narrow pool. On one side of the river the
golden foothill slopes curve up to the strong and rocky Gabilan
Mountains, but on the valley side the water is lined with trees-
willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower
leaf junctures the debris of the winter's flooding; and sycamores
with mottled, white, recumbent limbs and branches that arch over
the pool.
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On the sandy bank under the trees the leaves lie deep and so
crisp that a lizard makes a great skittering if he runs among them.
Rabbits come out of the brush to sit on the sand in the evening, and
the damp flats are covered with the night tracks of ‘coons, and with
the spread pads of dogs from the ranches, and with the split-wedge
tracks of deer that come to drink in the dark.
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He mounted four of the steps, the sabre (that’s how tall he
actually was) striking against each one of the steps as he mounted,
then he stopped and removed his hat. And that’s what I mean:
about his doing bigger things than he was. He could have stood on
the same level with Granny and he would have only needed to bend
his head a little for her to kiss him. But he didn’t. He stopped two
steps below her, with his head bared and his forehead held for her
to touch her lips to, and the fact that Granny had to stoop a little
now took nothing from the illusion of height and size which he
wore for us at least.
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“I’ve been expecting you,” Granny said.

“Ah,” Father said. Then he looked at me, who was still looking
at him, as Ringo at the foot of the steps beneath still was. “You
rode hard from Tennessee,” I said.

“Ah,” Father said again.

“Tennessee sho gaunted you,” Ringo said. “What does they eat
up there, Marse John? Does they eat the same things that folks
eat?”

Then | said it, looking him in the face while he looked at me:
“Loosh says you haven’t been at Tennessee.”

“Loosh?” Father said. “Loosh?”

“Come in,” Granny said. “Louvinia is putting your dinner on the
table. You will just have time to wash.”
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