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1) obviously made in connexion with the final revision of the
Metaphysics.
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2) From its apparent lack of all external relation to the rest Bonitz

inferred that Book A is not the intended conclusion of the
Metaphysics but an independent treatise
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3) Against this early dating, however, there stands the mention of
Eudoxus’ pupil Callippus in chapter 8.
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4) The new era, which is usually called after him, began in 330/29.
02) Sl 0 31l o o IS (gl gl 053 ST da 4 Y /FY Jlu Sl e S
(F o FOY
ST SVA LN PSRRI PREPRWIE FITPI WIRLERTINES SPRS RS W
A
5393 5 s > el (G35 M ol /sl 0 after uibuj\é:@.}s)?
Sl poygd plnsd gar* SMas 51 i YY /YA JL a8 5 yls 5 g g (gldla VE
el o oo (Callippic cycCle) (w5575 5 550 ot

5) He must therefore have been working in Athens for a
considerable period about this time,
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6) This is proved, with as much certainty as any one could wish for,
merely by the way in which Aristotle speaks of him in A 8.
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7) The imperfect tense that he uses
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8) and with whom again Aristotle was personally acquainted
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9) All the later must be the date of chapter 8.
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10) While the doctrine of Book A incontrovertibly belongs to the
earlier conception of metaphysics,
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11) chapter 8 is not an organic member of its surroundings

(V o POV 0) G tmlifltwle Aol « jor oibin Jodh iaazr 5

SR N W U S W PP Y N W2 BIWR R DE

23 ok 5 aneblllale & ol 14LY OLST itS sUrTOUNdings i skt (el

el 03,57 S g 03ls e i ) e o s 4 aals]

12) It remains, however, to give the real proof that what isolated
critics have always suspected is actually so.
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13) sometimes merely jotted down one after the other with a
recurring ‘Note, next, that ...’
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14) Everything is left to the actual delivery.
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15) How he really spoke is shown by chapter 8, which in contrast
to the rest of the book is fully written out.
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16) He begins with some remarks on the history of the problem of
determining the number of the first principles with mathematical
exactitude.
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17) This is because the stars are by nature eternal, and therefore
their motion presupposes some other eternal which must possess
independent being exactly as they do in accordance with the
principle that only substance (ovoia) can be prior to substance.
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18) It is for astronomy, not for metaphysics, to calculate the
number of these spheres,
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19) but of course this does not mean that astronomy has anything to
do with the assumption of unmoved movers.
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20) The unmoved mover there discussed moves the heavens by
itself,
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21) In view of these essential properties the highest principle is
declared to be God,
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22) so concise and so far from exhaustive that
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23) if it thinks something other than itself it thinks something less
perfect than itself,
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24) and shows far more interest in ascertaining the exact number of

the spheres than it does understanding of the fact that
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25) Simplicius transferred his explanation of this astronomical
passage to his commentary on the De Caelo, and it has been a
favourite subject for astronomers from Sosigenes to Ideler.
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26) Valentin Rose, however, when he wished to transfer the whole
of Book A from the Metaphysics to the Physics made the mistake
of appealing not merely to chapter 8 but also to the equally physical
character of the fifth chapter of the first part.
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27) it is surely more reasonable to examine where the chapter itself
properly belongs.
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28) It is in fact an insertion that can have been made only by the
editors of Aristotle’s remains.
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29) In subject it is certainly closely connected with the question of

prime mover;
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30) the minuteness with which it treats a subsidiary problem is so
utterly excessive in an isolated lecture confining itself entirely to
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the main outlines that it must have been written for another, more
detailed connexion.
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31) it is an extremely probable conjecture that the interpolation is
not due to Aristotle himself.
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32) since the point that Aristotle reached in working out the later
version of the Metaphysics was precisely the threshold of theology,

it seems obvious that we have in the eighth chapter of Book A a
piece of the new version of this final part.
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33) the theology of Aristotle’s earlier stage
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34) his only deviation from Plato’s view lay in supposing an

unmoved mover above the first heaven, which, being eternal,
produced the eternal motion of the world.
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35) the matter of the number of the spheres demands a fuller

discussion of the reason for it;
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36) and criticizes the exclusion of the earth from the system of
cosmic motions.
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37) Avristotle himself asks to be excused, in A 8, for [. . .]
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