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Anna Kapenuna by Jles HukonaeBuu ToJicToii

Bce rTpoMko BhIpakalii CBOE€ HEOJOOpPEHHE, BCE IOBTOPSUIU
CKa3aHHYIO KeM-To ¢pasy: «Hemocraer TONbKO IUpKa C JbBAMU», U
y’Kac 4yBCTBOBAJICS BCEMH, TaK 4YTO, Korja BpoHckuii ynamn u AHHa
TPOMKO axHyjda, B 3TOM He ObUIO HHYEro HeoObIKHOBeHHOro. Ho
BCJIC]T 32 TEM B JIMIIe AHHBI POU30IILIA ITIEPEMEHA, KOTOopas Obla yxe
MOJIOKUTENBHO HempuwindHa. OHa coBepiieHHO mnortepsiack. OnHa
cTayia OUThCS, KaK IOMMAaHHAsI IITHIA: TO XOTEJIa BCTaTh M UATH KyJa-
TO, TO oOpamanacsk k bercu. — Iloenem, moeneMm, — roBopuiia oHa.
Ho bercu He cnbixana ee. OHa roBopuia, MEPErHYBIIUCH BHU3, C
MOJIONIC/ANINM K HEM TeHepasioM. AJiekcei AJIeKCaHAPOBUY MOI0LIET
K AHHE U y4TuBO nojai et pyky. — lloiinemre, eciu BaM yrogHo, —
CKazaj OH MO-(PpaHIy3CKH; HO AHHA MPUCTYIIMBAIACh K TOMY, YTO
TOBOPHWJI T€Hepaj, U He 3aMeTusa Myxka. — Toxe cioman Hory,
TOBOPAT, — TOBOPHJI T€HEpall. — IJTO HU HA YTO HE MOXO0KE. AHHA,
HE OTBEYasi MYXKY, MOJAHsIa OMHOKIb U CMOTpeNla Ha TO MECTO, TIe
yman BpoHckuii; HO OBUIO Tak AaleKo W TaM CTOJMHUIOCH CTOJBKO
HapoJia, YTO HUYETO Helb3s OblIo pa3oOparh. OHa omycTriIa OMHOKITL
W XOTela WATH; HO B OTO BpeMs TMOJCKakal O(HIEp u YTO-TO
JOKJIapIBall TOCynapio. AHHa BBICYHYJAach BIEpe], clymias. —

CruBa! CruBa!l — npokpuyana ona 6pary. Ho Opar He cibixan ee.
Ona onsATe XOTeNla BBIXOAWTh. — ] ele pa3 mpenararo BaM CBOKO
PYKY, €CIM Bbl XOTUTE UATH, — CKa3al Ajiekcell AJEKCcaHIpOBUY,

JOTPOTrUBasch 10 €e pyku. OHa c OTBpalleHHMEM OTCTPaHWJIACh OT
HEero M, He B3IJISTHYB €My B JIMIO, oTBevyana: — Hert, HeT, ocTtaBbTe

MEHS, 51 OCTaHyCh.
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/13603215.______________________
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Quicksand by Toltz Steve

Aldo listened to the answers with his usual peculiar intensity. I tuned
out. I didn’t feel like hearing my friend’s analysis of this doctor’s
creepy marital strife and | felt, in fact, a weak sort of outrage that grew
in intensity until we arrived outside Aldo’s apartment complex,
Phoenix Court, a five-storey redbrick horror with cement balconies
that all had underpants drying on metal railings.

Aldo had moved into this building three years before, the year
friends could not stop telling him he had reached the age of Christ’s
death. (‘Fucking odd thing to say to someone,” he said to me at the
time. ‘What are they implying?’) His apartment was on the first floor,
right above a butcher shop, and the knowledge that only floorboards
and a couple of metres of putrid air lay between him and all those red-
veined carcasses swinging on hooks made him fearful that he’d be
visited by the ghosts of cows and lambs and chickens, and be woken
intermittently in the night by an eerie moo. That, and the bad
ventilation, and an undefeatable cockroach army, and surprise visits
from the overbearing landlord, and the more or less constant sounds of
wife-beating drifting in from any number of adjacent apartments
seemed to guarantee him, night after night, a steady stream of
gruesome nightmares. One thing | knew about Aldo: he always
despised dreams, even pleasant ones, for what he considered their
tedious impenetrability and their shocking waste of creativity. He
hated how every morning he had no option other than to open his eyes
and remember. What was it this time? A faceless man? His dead sister
Veronica scratching at an enormous red door? Regular dreams
featured his cadaverous grandmother leaning against a tree with her
oxygen tank, or his mother’s island slipping into the sea, or else he
was marching into a river with a broken piano on his back. ‘God, how
the human brain goes on,” he said once. ‘It’s nearly impossible to not
wake up embarrassed by the trite symbolism you’ve subjected
yourself to during the night.’
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Aldo climbed out of the car and pushed his head through the open
window and said, ‘Every time I return home I’ve forgotten how shit
this area is. Do you think the people who live in this neighbourhood
have moved up in the world? | mean, Jesus, where were they before?’

‘In hell,’ I said.

He laughed, and we watched him disappear into the building. What
now? I could feel Doc Castle looking intently at me. ‘I don’t suppose
you’re hungry, Constable?’

We drove to Woolloomooloo, to Harry’s Café de Wheels, and sat
on the wharf eating chunky beef pies with buttered mash and staring
out at the impossibly blue sky and dark water, a doctor and a
policeman, two urban professionals with apparently not a single thing
to say to each other. Eventually we found the area where our work
lives intersected.



