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! The Water Urn, published by Moein books in 2015. First published in 2014 by

Candle & Fog Publishing Ltd.
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The big clay jar (Khomreh) had no faucet. A tin-plate glass like vessel with a
hole on its upper side and a strong cord going through the hole was tied to it.

The cord was long enough to let the glass reach the bottom of Khomreh for
the school children let the glass soak in the water and when it was full they
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pulled it up and drank the water up. It was really like drawing water from a
well by means of a bucket.
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It wasn’t the kind of urn that had a spigot so they tied a tin cup to it with
twine. The children would lower the cup down into the water urn, and when
it would fill with water, they’d pull it up and drink from it- like a bucket in a
well.
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Sir! Sir! Esmaili poured water down my shirt!
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Sir! Ahmadi won’t let me have a drink
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Ab-bas is here- with the urn
The urn is here- with Ab-bas!
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It’s beau-ti-ful — done by us!
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They were beating on makeshift tin drums with sticks, clapping and hitting
two rocks together in accompaniment: “tak-tak”, “bom bom”, “cling-
clang” celebrating as they paraded through the village. They were singing,
merry making and having fun.
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They have tormented this poor urn so much, its little heart broke!
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Kadkhoda looked down, refusing to answer Khaavar.
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“At the edge of the river, he saw the village headman whom they all

addressed as Kadkhoda. Kadkhoda was talking with two of the village
elders as they walked up from the riverside.
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